Wednesday March 2nd 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8.30-4.15pm
Friday: 8.30—4.00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm
Further to last week’s report on Black Hill PS students
who participated in the Ballarat Cycle Classic, I would
like to acknowledge that Maisie Burns also took part.
Congratulations to Maisie and all who supported this
worthy cause.

Athletics Sports
I would like to congratulate all our students and staff on
their resilience and participation in the Black Hill
Primary School athletics sports. The students all looked
amazing in their house colours; it is great fun dressing
up for the sports. Despite the rain, the weather was
quite warm and although we had to call the finish a little
earlier than expected, most students got to complete 5
of the programmed events. However, our prep students
did miss out on getting on the bus. Their teachers
organised some tabloid activities for them in the gym
instead. Chloe and the specialist team did an amazing
job of organising and preparing for the sports and we
were extremely thankful for the volunteers who came
along to assist. We had many parents volunteer and we
also had a group of Woodman’s Hill students, some of
them ex Black Hill Primary school students. They did a
fantastic job of helping with each event. There are lots
of photos of the sports in the class news pages.
School Council Election Result
Thank you to all those parents who voted in our Black
Hill Primary School Council election. I am pleased to
announce that the successful candidate for the parent
member was Samantha Retelj. Thank you to both Sam
and Stephannie who nominated for School Council.
School Council will conduct a special meeting this
Wednesday 2nd March to co-opt our community
member who is from the Black Hill Kindergarten. At that
meeting we will also fill a casual vacancy for 12 months
by co-opting a parent member.
The first meeting of the new School Council will be on
Wednesday 9th March when office Bearers will be

appointed.
Event
Declaration of poll
Special council meeting to co-opt
Community members

Wednesday 2nd March
2022

First council meeting to elect
office bearers

Wednesday 9th March
2022

Welcome
I am very pleased to welcome Johanne Reyntjes to our
school. Jo is a is teacher and leader at Macarthur Street
Primary School. She will be with us until the end of Term
1 and I am sure you will all make her very welcome. Jo is
completing a course through Bastow (Victorian Academy
of Teaching & Leadership) on leadership and becoming a
principal. You might be able to share what you believe
makes a good principal with her. I am sure I will also
learn a lot from Jo. Black Hill Primary School is part of
the wider education system within the Department of
Education and Training, so it is a real pleasure for us to
support our colleagues in other schools and learn from
each other. Jo has provided a little introduction for you
which can be found on page 5.

School Photos
Friday 25th March is our school photo day. On that day
students will need to be in their full school uniform.
Parents can order both individual and family photos
from MSP Photography.

Dates for the family diary...
Monday

7th March

Preps start full time

Wednesday

9th March

School Council Annual General Meeting

Monday

14th March

Public Holiday—Labour Day

Friday

25th March

School Photo Day

Permission forms due back—
Division Swimming—Selected Students.

Date
Wednesday 2nd March
2022

Continued on page 4…….

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
Sports Day – the 1/2s had a lot of fun going on the bus to Llanberris, finding a nice spot to sit and participating in
the sprints and hurdles races. Unfortunately, we had to return to school early due to the rain; the rest of the day
was spent in our classrooms enjoying some much needed quiet time after a very hectic morning.
The Prep students never actually got on their bus for Sports Day. Instead they had a fantastic time in the school
Gym, enthusiastically joining in with a range of different activities.

Please encourage your children to bring their Home
Reading bags to school every day with their take
home book, diary and word key ring inside. Also, if
you have not yet sent in a pair of headphones to
school, or would like to purchase some from the
school office, please do so as soon as possible.
Have a wonderful week.

Team News
5/6 Team
The 5/6 students enjoyed our sports day before the rain set in! We would like to thank all of the parent
volunteers that gave up their time to make our day a success. Despite the poor weather, we all had a fantastic time and would also like to thank the specialist team for organising the event

Note: Our grade 6 polos should be here by the end of next week and our grade 6 jumpers should be here
within 2 weeks!

3/4 Team
We had our second lesson of swimming at the aquatic centre on
Monday, with the excitement and enthusiasm visible on the 3/4
students faces.
This excitement carried onto Athletics day, with the 3/4 students
keeping a smile on their faces even in trying weather conditions. The
students were able to get a number of activities completed, with all
students giving it their all which was great to see. Unfortunately the rain
cut the day short, but that didn’t stop the students joining in with the
chanting, helping to create a vibrant atmosphere.
We are hoping to be able to complete the activities that were missed at
an additional time.

From Page 1…….
The link can be found on the Compass portal when you
sign in on internet browser. It is on the front page and
looks like this:

wallet) or printed copy of a digital certificate or
immunisation history statement.

Rapid Antigen Tests

The Department will continue the distribution of rapid
antigen test kits directly to schools for use in in Term 1,
2022.
Tests are provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Packs
will be sent home with your child this week.
The office has hard copies of the order form if required. Families should continue to conduct the tests at home
with all students and must report any positive test
Update on COVID Restrictions
results to the school and the Department of Health.
We are so pleased that the restrictions are such that
Tests should be conducted twice weekly, on days that
parents may now enter school buildings and that the QR suit families – no particular days are prescribed.
code check in is no longer required.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any
However, parents/ carers are required to show proof of time, they must report this through the Department of
vaccination to enter a school building. Where this is not Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus
possible, parents and visitors may not enter buildings.
Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Masks continue to be mandated for students in Years 3 Students (or their parents) must also report a positive
– 6, parents, visitors and staff when in school buildings. result to their school, either through the COVID Test
Although the Service Victoria QR code check-in is not
portal or by phone or written notification; this is so the
required at schools, routine school visitor record
school can support them, record that they will be absent
keeping arrangements will continue to apply.
while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school
In Victorian Government schools, parents, carers and
community know there has been a positive case onsite
other adult visitors who enter school buildings must be and that they should monitor for symptoms.
able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine Practise good hygiene
or have a valid medical exception.
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
The following limited exceptions also apply:
they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
•
when attending to administer medical treatment particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating,
to their own child when the treatment cannot be after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
administered by the school;
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
•
when attending to collect their child who is
unwell and cannot leave the school building
Sharing of food is not recommended. Where this
unaccompanied by their parent/carer;
occurs, individual portions should be encouraged
•
when attending for a momentary period that does alongside strict hand hygiene.
not involve any sustained contact with staff or
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
students, for example, to collect a completed art or kissing).
project, collecting a packet of rapid antigen test
Birthdays
or similar.
I would like to acknowledge all those students who have
Proof of vaccination can be checked by a COVID-19
had birthdays this week. We will place your birthday
digital certificate (Service Victoria app or smartphone
bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.
Happy birthday to:
Maddox
56A
PLATINUM SUPPORTER
Violet
56C
Levi
56C
Emma
34A
Uma
12D
Mihran
12E
Aisha
12E
Kind regards,
Hamish
0PB
Donna Bishop
Principal

