
Tues21st March 
Mon 27th March 

Three Way Conferences 
1:30pm dismissal 21st March 

Friday 
24th March 

School Photo Day 

Tues-Thurs 
4th-6th April 

Year 5/6 Camp  
Somers 

Thursday 6th April 
End of Term 1 

2:30pm Dismissal 

Monday 24th 
April 

Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 25th 
April 

ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Forward Notice: 
28th July: Preps Werribee Zoo ($55.00) 

Assembly Roster Term One 
Fridays 2:40pm 

17th March Prep—2 

24th March Years 3-6 

31st March Whole School 

Thurs 6th April Prep-2    1:40pm 

Wednesday March 15th 2023 
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat   
Telephone:  03 5332 4544     

 Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au     
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au 

       Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm   
                                  Friday: 8:30—4:00pm 

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm 

Dates for the family diary 
 

School Council 
Our new school council met for their first meeting of 
2023 last Wednesday. At that meeting the office bearers 
were elected. I am pleased to announce: 

Sam Retelj – President 
Rachaele May – Vice President 
Rhian Cramer – Treasurer 

Community member:   Jo Geurts, CEO ECKA 
Sub Committees: School Council members (these com-
mittees also have members who are not on School 
Council) 
Facilities:  Alleena Jackson, Penny Westlake, Mike Smith, 
Tania Johnston 
Policies: Penny Westlake, Russel Dyer, Rachaele May, 
Carla Dobbyn, Sam Retelj 
Fundraising:  Stephannie Nunan, Rhian Cramer, Moira 
Morrow, Donna Bishop, Lindy Currie 
Finance:  Rhian Cramer, Sam Retelj, Carla Dobbyn,    
Donna Bishop, Lindy Currie 
Easter Raffle 
We are once again running our Easter raffle.  Prize     
donations from families are welcome – whether they are 
easter eggs, or other Easter themed items.  These can be 
dropped off at the office. The baskets of Easter eggs and 
Easter themed items are spectacular and an excellent 
prize. Raffle tickets will be sent home next week and 
need to back at school by Friday 31st March. Due to 
Year 5/6 going on camp, the raffle will be drawn on 
Monday 3rd April. 
School Photo Day 
Friday 24th March is our school photo day. On that day 
students will need to be in their full school uniform. Par-
ents can order both individual and family photos from 
MSP Photography. The link can be found on the Com-
pass portal when you sign in on the internet browser 
view (not the app view). The office has hard copies of 
the order form if required. 
NAPLAN 
Today our students in Years 3 and 5 began the National 
Assessment Program – they started with the Writing test 
which was conducted online for the Year 5 students and 

Principal’s Column 

Green permission notes due back: 
• 5/6 Camp—Somers (Payment also due   

Tuesday 28th March) 
• Yoga & Meditation Years 1/2 

We are now  accepting donations for our 

annual Easter Raffle.  Please drop any   

Easter related donations to the office.  

Tickets are due back Friday 31st March!  

Thank you.  

mailto:black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au/


on paper for Year 3 students. All other areas of the test 
are now completed online. 
Over the next two weeks we will catch up any students 
who were absent. 
Encourage your child to think of this as an opportunity 
to demonstrate their skills in these areas. It is not a 
competition and nothing to be worried about. You can’t 
fail NAPLAN! It does show us what still needs to be 
learnt and can assist the teachers to identify whole 
school areas to work on in their teaching. 
See page 4 for the NAPLAN timetable. 
Harmony Week Monday 20th – Sunday 26th March 
What is Harmony Week? 
It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and 
the successful integration of migrants into our          
community. 
Australia is one of the most successful multicultural 
countries in the world and we should celebrate this and 
work to maintain it. 
Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and        
belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or 
linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian 
values. 
Our cultural diversity 
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from 
the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to 
the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the 
world. 
Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths 
and is at the heart of who we are. It makes Australia a 
great place to live. 
An integrated multicultural Australia is an integral part 
of our national identity. All people who migrate to Aus-
tralia bring with them some of their own cultural and 
religious traditions, as well as taking on many new tra-
ditions. Collectively, these traditions have enriched our 
nation. 
Facts and figures 
There are some fascinating statistics about Australia's 
diversity that can be good conversation-starters: 

• nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born 
overseas or have at least one parent who was 

• we identify with over 300 ancestries 
• since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have 

migrated to Australia 
• 85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism 

has been good for Australia 
• apart from English, the most common languages 

spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic,               
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/
Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi 

• more than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in 
Australia. 

These facts are taken from ABS 2016 Census Data. 
Check out the Australian Bureau of Statistics website 
 

 
Safety Around our School 
I would like to thank all the parents and students who 
habitually use the school crossings. Although it is     
sometimes inconvenient to walk back up to the crossing 
it is a great role model for young children and ensures 
that when they are by themselves they will use the 
crossing and stay safe. For adults, if you are within 20 
metres of a pedestrian crossing - you must use the 
crossing  
Vic Roads recommends safe places to cross:  

• Whenever possible, cross at a pedestrian crossing, 
traffic signal or pedestrian refuge.  

• Make sure you have a clear view of approaching 
traffic, and where drivers can see you.  

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/
pedestrian-safety/crossing-the-road-safely  
Parking Around our School 
The car parks at the Black Hill oval and behind the 
school are for staff. Both car parks are unsafe areas for 
pick up and drop off of students. We endeavour to keep 
the car parking spaces on the school side of the street 
free for quick drop off and pick up of students at the 
beginning and end of the day. If you need to stay longer, 
we ask that you park on the opposite side of the street. 
Arriving at and picking up from school 
Arriving at school and picking up your child is a busy 
time at schools. You’ll need extra caution at these times 
as children are often excited and may forget all the road 
rules. We have rules around what should happen in and 
around the school grounds so that our students can be 
as safe as possible at these busy times and we are re-
spectful of our neighbours. 
You should: 

• allow plenty of time to drop off and pick up your 
child so that you are calm and relaxed, not in a 
rush  

• respect the speed limits around the school and in 
areas children are walking to school. 

• respect the parking signs – never double park 
near the school as this just causes more conges-
tion and makes it unsafe for everyone 

• look out for other children and be aware that they 
may run or ride across the road in front of you 
without warning  

• always keep the children’s crossings near the 
school clear, as blocking the crossing makes it 
difficult for other children to see the road and 
cross safely. 

Let your child know that if you’re running a few minutes 
late picking them up from school, they should stay at 
the school gate with a teacher until you arrive. 
Three Way Conferences 
In Week 9 & 10 of this term Tuesday 21st March and 
Monday 27th March, the teachers will offer the               

……...Cont Page 4 
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Team News 

Prep/1/2 Team 

Term 1 continues to be a very busy time for us all. Last week our students spent time in the Gym learn-
ing about street signs, roundabouts, giving way and staying on the left hand side of a road. They walked 
the course to become familiar with the rules before using scooter boards and bikes to practise following 
these, while teaching staff supervised and provided instructions when necessary.  

Our upcoming events include the Grade 1/2 Yoga and Meditation session (please return the green note 
if you have not already done so), Three Way Conferences and a 2:30pm dismissal on our last day of 
term, Thursday April 6th.  

Have a great week! 

 

 3/4 Team    

Bike Ed Day last Thursday gave the 3/4 students the opportunity to participate in the Lap-a-Thon, as well as learn-
ing some bike maintenance tips with Ms Bishop. It was wonderful to see all the students have a go and clock up 
some laps up on the oval. 
The 3/4 team would like to remind parents about Naplan which started today, Wednesday 15th March. Grade 3 
parents, please make sure your child has a fully charged device and fully charged headphones. The NAPLAN 
schedule for Grade 3s is as follows: 

• Wednesday 15th March - Writing  

• Thursday 16th March - Reading  
 

• Tuesday 21st March - Language Conventions  

• Wednesday 22nd March - Numeracy 



Team News 

 When we are learning something new, it can be challenging. When you find yourself in the 

Learning Pit the best thinking, problem solving and learning is happening. It’s important for us to 

be able to identify where we are in the learning pit so we can get ourselves out.  

The learning pit helps us recognise when learning is challenging. Here we are working our way 

out of the Learning Pit. We did this by problem solving, getting help, having a growth mindset 

and not giving up. Our challenge was to cut a hole in a single piece of A4 paper that we could 

then walk through. 

5/6 Team    

Annabel 56A 

Sophie 56C 

Finnley 12C 

Jarvis 12B 

Alexandra 0PC 

……...From Page 2 
opportunity for parents to meet with them 
and their child to discuss their progress and 
learning goals.  You can book your appoint-
ment via Compass. You will see the link at 
the top of your Compass news feed. 
Please note there will be an early finish at 
1:30pm on Tuesday 21st March. Camp     
Australia will be open for childcare from 
1:30pm for families who require it.  
Birthdays  
I would like to acknowledge all those            
students who have had birthdays this week.  
Happy Birthday to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Donna Bishop,  
Principal 

NAPLAN Timetable 

 

NAPLAN Year 3 Year 5 

Wednesday 15th 
Writing -  
Paper Test 

Writing 

Thursday 16th Reading Reading 

Friday 17th  
Language 
Conventions 

Monday 20th   Numeracy 

Tuesday 21st 
Language 
Conventions 

  

Wednesday 22nd Numeracy   



Art Room news. 
'Make your mark and see where it takes you...' 

Our 5.6 students have been exploring mark making, line and pattern. We took inspiration from the        
picture storybook 'The Dot' by Peter H Reynolds and used a mixture of watercolour paints, crayon and 
paint markers. Be sure to check out their wonderful installation in the library.  

Jan and Caitlin  

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted for the art room: egg cartons! We are on the 
hunt for egg cartons for a couple of special art                  
projects, particularly the tray containers as pictured 
here. 

Please drop off any donations at the Art Room at any 
time. Thank you  
 








