Wednesday June 8th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Friday
10th June

Student Free Day
Prof Practice Day

Monday
13th June

Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

Volunteers Needed
Bunnings BBQ Saturday 16th July.

Wednesday
15th June

Scienceworks
Years 1 & 2

Friday
24th June

End of Term 2

Monday
11th July

Start of Term 3

This is Week 1 of Term 3, so we need to have our
rosters filled before the end of this term. This is a
great chance to fundraise outside of our school
community—we will appreciate any assistance!
One hour shifts between 8:00am and 4:00pm,
with set up and pack up before and afterwards.
Please contact the office if you can help!

Saturday
16th July

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle—
volunteers needed

Principal’s Column

Students dismissed 2:30pm

Forward Notice
Monday
1st August

Aladdin performance

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

Green permission notes due back
•
Aladdin Incursion
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps
•
Scienceworks Years 1/2

Mrs Westlake, myself, our education support staff
Robyn and Jesse and one of the teaching staff are on
gate duty every morning from 8:40am and every afternoon from 3:30pm. We welcome students to school and
love the excellent social skills that students demonstrate
when they engage in a conversation or simply say hello
or goodbye. We love to see each and every child come
through the gates. School starts at 8:50am. It is fantastic
to see so many of our students arriving between 8:40am
and 8:50 ready for learning. Any earlier is too early to be
really safe. If you need to drop your child off earlier, it is
important that you utilise Camp Australia for before and
after school care. We know that getting to work in the
mornings and dropping your children off can be tricky
which is why we offer before and after school care as a
service to our community.
Absences
Every Day Counts for Primary School Attendance.
Going to school every day is the single most important
part of your child’s education. Students learn new things
at school every day – missing school puts them behind.
Never more have we understood how important this is
after such a torrid two years. We are so grateful to have
everyone back at school. School is better when your
child is there.
Why it’s important:
We all want our students to get a great education, and

the building blocks for a great education begin with
students coming to school each and every day.
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on
learning the fundamental skills that will set them up
for success in the later years of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school –
each day a student misses puts them behind, and can
affect their educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower
achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.
Getting in early:
Attendance patterns are established early – a child
regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early
years of school will often continue to miss classes in
the later years and receive lower test scores than their
classmates.
It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in
the early years of primary school.
Being away from school for one day a fortnight
equals missing 1.5 years over 13 years of school.
Professional Practice Day
Don’t forget this Friday June 10th will be a student free
day. Teachers are provided with a professional
practice day each term in 2022. These days are in
addition to existing pupil free days. Camp Australia will
offer childcare on this day for working parents.
Fundraising News
The School Council fundraising committee have a few
events coming up which they hope you can support
including:
✓ A Trivia Night scheduled for Friday 26th August.
Tickets are now on sale on Qkr! or from the
office. This will be a fantastic fun event and we
are really looking forward to seeing as many
parents and their friends as possible. There are
only 20 tables so get your tickets early.
✓ Bunnings BBQ July 16th. Volunteers are needed
8am – 4pm. As this is the end of Week 1, Term 3,
we would like to have our volunteers in place
before the 24th June so if you can assist, please let
the office know.
Reporting
•
Reports will be published to Compass by
Wednesday 22nd June. Parents will be able to
access them from the Parent Portal on Compass.
We will send a compass message to let you know
when they are live and available to download.
•
Our next Three Way Conferences will be in Term
3, however if you have any concerns about your
child's academic progress, please make an
appointment to see their teacher. Teachers are
happy to meet with you to discuss your child’s
progress at a mutually convenient time. Mondays
and Tuesdays they have meetings after school, so
this is often not a good time.

•

If you are having any problems logging in or accessing
Compass, we ask you to contact the office for a password reset as we want to ensure you can access your
child’s reports. In addition, the Newsfeed is regularly
updated with any important information you need to
know.
Weather and appropriate clothing
The weather is quite wet and cold at the moment, typical
of a good winter. It has been wonderful to see that there
have been big falls of snow on the ski fields which will
mean a good ski season and a great opportunity to visit
the snow fields during the holidays to make a snowball.
With this in mind, we encourage you to send your child
with a waterproof coat and a beanie to school. When it is
raining heavily, we have a wet day timetable and the
children stay inside at playtimes, however on all other
days even when its drizzling the children go outside in the
fresh air to run around which is so important.
At the beginning of term, I put some ideas in the newsletter for staying active in the colder weather as when it
gets colder, it is tempting to stay indoors and become less
active. Here are some good ideas on how the family can
remain active during the colder weather
Key points
• Your child can still be physically active even if it’s
cold or wet outside.
• You can go to the beach in wild weather, jump in
puddles or fly a kite.
• If you’re staying indoors, you can make up physically
active games, dances and activities.
• Other options include indoor play centres and winter
sports.
Free outdoor winter activities:
Even when it’s cold and wet outside, you and your child
can still be active around your home and neighbourhood.
There are plenty of free or low-cost things you can do:
• Put on coats, hats and gloves and head outside. Show
your child what the beach looks like in wild weather,
or visit parks and gardens when the plants are all wet
and glossy.
• Take your child to see how the flow of rivers, creeks
and streams changes after rain.
• When it’s wet, dress up in gumboots and raincoats.
Look for some big puddles to jump in. An umbrella can
be fun to take along too. Your child might have fun
opening and closing it a few times.
• If it’s darker, let your child play with a torch when you
go out for a walk.
• Gather leaves, sticks, shells and stones from outside.
You can take them inside and use them for sorting,
painting or building.
• On a windy day, you can try flying kites, chasing leaves
– or helping them ‘fly’ – and trying to find places to
hide from the wind outside.
Uniform
The weather is getting very chilly and quite wet and we

are noticing many of our students still wearing shorts
and often without a jumper or jacket. We appreciate
your support in ensuring your child is wearing the
school uniform. If you are having any concerns or need
assistance with uniform please see myself, Mandy or
Julie at the office and we may be able to assist you.
Our school uniform is compulsory at Black Hill Primary
School and School Council, with consultation with the
community, developed a uniform policy that is reviewed
regularly. It can be found on our school website and a
list of our uniform is on page 14.
School uniform:
•
Promotes equality amongst all students;
•
Establishes a sense of belonging within our
students;
•
Clearly identifies students as representatives of
Black Hill Primary;
•
Our students can wear it with pride;
•
Meets or exceeds the health and safety standards,
especially with respect to Sunsmart;
•
Is cost effective, practical and appropriate for all
school activities and weather conditions.
Brand named clothing such as the Adidas shorts and
track pants and short running shorts we are seeing turn
up are not school uniform.
We ask for your support in ensuring your child wears
our school uniform and we are always happy to assist
when needed. Our uniform supplier is Crocker’s in
Armstrong Street.
What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community safe,
please take the following steps if your child has any cold
or flu-like symptoms:
take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department
of Health isolation requirements if a positive result is
shown.
•
keep your child at home until their symptoms pass
•
common flu-like symptoms include a high fever,
cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches and
feeling extremely weak and tired
•
diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a
doctor after a nose or throat swab
•
encourage your child to wash their hands regularly
and ask them to cover their nose and mouth when
sneezing and coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is now available free of charge in
Victoria.
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and
pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. If you would like more information about
the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health Channel.

Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in
any school setting.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID19, and have completed their 7-day isolation period,
now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT)
screening for 12 weeks after their release from isolation.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8 and
above unless they have a valid exemption.
If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not
attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
they should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly
on arrival to school, before and after eating, after
blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week . We will place your
birthday bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.
Happy Birthday to:

Alice
Holly
Darcy
James
Nathaniel

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal

56C
56F
56B
56A
12B

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
Next Wednesday 15th, the 1/2 students are going to Science Works. Thank you to everyone who has returned the
green permission form; if you haven’t yet returned your permission form please do so ASAP. As we aren’t allowed
back packs in Science Works students need to bring a clearly named packed lunch in a paper bag/zip lock bag. They
must have fruit, snack, lunch and a named water bottle. Students must wear winter uniform and bring a coat as
we are eating lunch outside that day. The bus leaves at 9:30 am, so please make sure you arrive at school at the
start time of 8:50. Students are expected back at school at 4pm, however please keep an eye on Seesaw and Compass for any updates around this on the day.

Maths
In Maths we have been working
on the relationships between
addition and subtraction and how
they are inverse operations. We
have been making fact family
houses. Below is a link to a
YouTube clip explaining fact
families.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qyq7oQWK1Mg

3/4 Team
This term the Grade 3/4 classes have
been visiting the Maker-Space.
In this space the students have been
exploring coding through the use of
the Bee Bots and the Makey-Makey’s
and using the construction materials
to build models.

In the last two week of this term the 3/4 students will be engaging in STEM tasks that require them to design, build
and test models. In order to prepare we would like students to bring any of the following items to school; egg
cartons, newspaper and cardboard.

Team News
5/6 Team
As part of our Intercultural Capabilities lessons, the 5/6’s watched a documentary called ‘I am 11’. In this film we
explored the lives and thoughts of 11 year old children all around the world. From an orphanage in India to a single
-parent household in inner-city Melbourne, to bathing with elephants in Thailand. We compared our own lives to
those of other children around the world, gaining a better insight into other people’s cultures, thoughts and views
on the world.
Try this link for some interactive fractions and decimals games to support our learning at school:
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-years/fractions-and-decimals

On Saturday, Meg Murphy, Freya McGowan and Sophie Allan
competed at the Bendigo Eisteddfod, Vocal Competition
Meg received a 2nd and 3 Honourable Mentions. Freya received 3
firsts, 2 seconds and an Honourable Mention. Sophie received 2 thirds.
They all had fun and sang beautifully.
Congratulations to all three girls.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – 2022
We are approaching the deadline to process CSEF for 2022. If you received
CSEF in 2021 you don’t need to re-apply. If your circumstances have changed
and you are eligible but have not applied for CSEF for this year, please see
the General Office for an application form and return it completed with a
copy of your Centrelink Card by this Friday June 10th.
Eligible families will receive $125.00 per student, paid into the family account
at Black Hill Primary School. These funds can be allocated to school camps
and excursions for 2022. CSEF credits in family accounts from 2021 are
carried forward for use in 2022. Parents and Carers holding a means-tested
concession card valid on 31 January 2022 may be eligible.
Please check with Julie or Lindy in the general office if you are unsure if you
have applied for CSEF this year. For further online information, please visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.
Lindy Currie
Business Manager

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Thursday is Soup Day for lunch orders!
Soup is now available on Thursdays on the lunch order
menu. Next Thursday 16th June will be Chicken & Corn.
We use our Black Hill PS Soup cups. (These are also
available for purchase on Qkr! for $8.00 each. Order on
the Black Hill School Payments Menu.)
How it works:
Send your NAMED soup mug to
school on Wednesdays and leave it
at the office in the morning. Order
your soup for Thursday (before
2:00pm Wednesday), and it will
arrive in your own cup. Your cup
can then be taken home for the
following week.

KELLY SPORTS WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM
MON 27th JUNE TO FRI 8th JULY

Location: Eastwood Leisure Centre
Times: 8am to 5pm
Ages: Kinder to Grade 6, boys & girls
Activities: Full day of fun sports games & activities
What to bring: Warm clothes, plenty of food & a large refillable drink bottle
Cost: $55 per child per day ($250 for a full week)
Enrol: Online at www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat

•

