Wednesday September 7th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Thursday 8th
September

Whole School Wellbeing
Day—Casual dress

Friday 9th
September

Curriculum Day
Student Free

Tuesday 13th
September

Three Way Conferences
Book via Compass

Wednesday 14th
September

School Council Meeting
7:00pm

Friday 16th
September

Last day of Term 3.
2:30pm Dismissal
Sports colours dress up
day

Forward Notice
Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Friday 25th
November

Curriculum Day
Student Free

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

Lunch orders will now cut off at 7:30am on the morning of the lunch. This will allow you extra time for ordering, but also will allow you to cancel on Qkr! in the
morning if your child is sick and won't be at school.
Orders are all via Qkr!

RAT Tests will no longer be sent home to
all families, but are available at the office
upon request.
Green permission slips due back:
•
Division Golf
•
Division Athletics
•
P-2 Swimming

Principal’s Column
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Penny
Westlake for stepping into the principal role while I was
on leave for the last three weeks. Penny was supported
by James, Ash, Carol, Julie, Chrissy and Pam who
stepped out of their classrooms to assist.
I was thrilled to see the phenomenal artwork presented
by our students for the biennial Black Hill Art Show
which culminated in an exhibition last Friday 2nd
September. I was lucky enough to get a good look at the
exhibition on Monday morning when I returned. I was
extremely impressed with the variety and quality of the
art works presented. The community support was
wonderful, and the school was buzzing with excitement.
So many of our families and their extended family
attended to see the creative and visually impressive
Artworks that our students and staff worked on over the
week, both as individuals and as class projects. For those
parents who attended Three Way Conferences on
Monday, much of the artwork was still on display to
admire.
Arts Exhibition Raffle Winner
We were thrilled to have local Buninyong artist Trudy
Nicholson join us in the art room for the final day of Arts
Week. Trudy generously created a soft pastel drawing

for the school to raffle off as part of our Exhibition
Evening. We would like to congratulate the lucky
winner Hazel Rushton on winning the piece, titled
‘Seals on Kangaroo Island.' Be sure to visit Trudy’s
website https://www.trudynicholson.com/ to admire
more of her artworks as well as find details of her
adult and child drawing classes.

Our fundraising committee ran a sausage sizzle which
was really well supported by our community. Thank
you to all the volunteers who stepped into assist.
As with all events, it takes months of planning and
organising, all culminating in the week of activities and
Art Show on Friday. I would like to thank the Specialist
Team - Caitlin, Jan, Chloe and Vanessa for planning this
wonderful event and to all teaching and non-teaching
staff for their creativity, enthusiasm and stamina to
inspire and excite the many artists within our school. It
was a wonderful week celebrating the Arts within our
beautiful country.
A special shout out to James Belsar for operating the
drone to create the fabulous footage of the whole
school dance on the oval. What wonderful footage of
the school and the event, a stunning finale to Arts
Week.
Whole School Student Wellbeing Day
Tomorrow, Thursday 8th September, Black Hill Primary
School will host a whole school student Wellbeing Day.
On this day all students will gain a better understanding of what mental health is and how to seek support
when needed. Students will participate in a range of
activities based around the principals of the Resilience
Project - Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness. This
day also aligns with the National R U OK? Day - a
conversation could change a life. Students can wear

casual comfortable clothes on this day.
Children’s mental health: what it is and why it matters
Mental health is the way children think and feel about
themselves and the world around them. It affects how
children cope with life’s challenges and stresses.
Good mental health is an important part of healthy child
development. It helps children build positive social,
emotional, behaviour, thinking and communication skills.
It also lays the foundation for better mental health and
wellbeing later in life.
What good mental health in children looks like
✓
Children with good mental health:
✓
feel happy and positive about themselves most of
the time
✓
are kind to themselves during tough times or when
things don’t go the way they expect
✓
enjoy life
✓
learn well
✓
get along well with family and friends
✓
can manage sad, worrying or angry feelings
✓
can bounce back from tough times
✓
are prepared to try new or challenging things.
NAPLAN reports
For students in years 3 and 5 the NAPLAN reports have
been sent home this week.
Other important upcoming dates
Some of the special activities coming up and dates worth
noting are:
•
Three Way Conferences are still open for booking
through Compass, for Tuesday 13 September. The
Blue Wren coffee van will be onsite during the
interviews.
•
Student Free Day - Friday 9 September –.
(Professional Practice Day for teachers). Camp
Australia will be open for those who require
childcare.
•
Last day of Term 3 - Friday 16 September (early
finish at 2:30pm).
•
Curriculum Day - Term 4: Friday 25 November
(Report writing day). Camp Australia will be open
for those who require childcare.
•
Parent/Caregivers/Guardians Opinion Survey that is
being conducted online until Friday 16 September.
A code has been distributed via Compass as a
reminder. We would love you to complete the
survey, which helps us to inform our school’s
annual reporting and at School Council.
TRANSITION 2023
Early next term friendship request slips for 2023 classes
will be sent home with children as we begin the planning
for next year. Friendship requests on these slips are not
order of importance, and we make every attempt to
accommodate at least one of these requests. The
teachers take both friendships and the learning
environment into account when putting the classes
together. It is helpful to discuss how important it is to

or collect an enrolment pack from the office. Parents can
also access the online tour from our school website.
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
If you are not sure if your preferred school is in your
designated neighbourhood school, you should read
about school zones and how they work. You can also use
Questions to ask might include:
findmyschool.vic.gov.au to find your local school.
✓
Who helps you to learn in the classroom?
Birthdays
✓
Who is the person you like to work with because I would like to acknowledge all those students who have
you get lots achieved?
had birthdays this week.
✓
Who is a child who you know works really hard
Happy Birthday to:
Jacob
56B
and when you sit beside them you do too?
Heidi
56E
✓
Is there a friend on your list who you like to play
Ada
56E
with but would distract you from learning?
Dean
56E
✓
Who is someone you enjoy working with
because you achieve success and get great
Webster
34E
results when you do?
Toren
12B
Parents may also have a request regarding friendships –
Hinata
12F
these can be emailed to
Louis
12C
black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au by 21st October. We
Elliot
0PC
cannot accommodate requests about teachers.
Kind regards,
As we begin deciding on class structures it is imperative Donna Bishop,
Principal
that we know of any changes to the enrolments so if
you know that you might be moving or you know of
someone in our community considering enrolling for
2023, encourage them to let us know or to make an
appointment as soon as possible to come in for a tour
As per our SunSmart Policy,
think of children they work well with in the classroom
when thinking about who to put down on their slip.
You can start having this discussion with your child
now so when the slip comes home it is much easier to
complete.

Sunhats now compulsory

sunhats will be compulsory in the
yard from the start of next week.
Sunhats are available from
Crockers, however we now stock
a small number of hats at the
office, which can be purchased
via Qkr! or over the counter for
$17.50 each.
(Same price as Crockers).

A special thank you to John
Canham on behalf of the
Ballarat Society of Artists for
the use of their wonderful
display boards last week for
our Arts Week. We greatly
appreciate the support from
our local community.

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team

Team News
3/4 Team
What a fantastic week the Grade 3/4s have had
throughout our Arts Week! The students
worked collaboratively with their teachers to
write art statements about the techniques used
to produce their art and shared some lovely
moments that they were proud of. They
thoroughly enjoyed visiting the other art
galleries throughout the school. Here are some
comments from some of 3/4A’s students about
what they found the most interesting:
“I enjoyed looking at the artwork that the 5/6s
made with the paint sample cards.” - Logan
Edwards
“I liked the big crocodile in the 1/2 area.” Ivy Pertzel
“I thought that my brother’s stop motion
video and clay was really creative.” – Chase
Lawson
Here is a link to a Maths resource that can
be used at home:
https://www.multiplication.com/games/
play/multiplication-4-row

5/6 Team
Congratulations to the staff and students of 5/6 for surviving another
hectic arts week! The 5/6 Learning Centre was transformed into a sea of
spectacular shape and colour, as students worked with the themes of
'Australia: peaks and valleys'. Students explored visual art formats
including photography & photo-manipulation, textiles, sculpture,
animation, collage, layering, dot painting, mosaic, and so much more! It
was great to see so many families at Friday's exhibition evening, admiring the
effort and creativity that had been poured into Arts Week.
In a stark and solemn contrast, this week sees a small group of 5/6 students visit
the Shrine of Remembrance to commemorate
the Battle for Australia, with commemorations
occurring annually on the first Wednesday in
September. The Battle for Australia refers to a
series of campaigns fought in 1942 & 1943 to
defend our region, including the Kokoda, Coral
Sea, and Milne Bay campaigns.

KELLY SPORTS SCHOOL
HOLIDAY PROGRAM
Mon 19th Sept to Fri 30th Sept
(No session Fri 23rd Sept due to AFL PH)
Eastwood Leisure Centre
8am - 5pm (weekdays)
Boys & Girls, Preps to Grade 6
Cost: $55 per day ($250 for a full week)
Fun-filled days featuring sports, games and
activities to keep the kids engaged, entertained &
active for the full day.
Enrol: www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat
Queries: Please call Dom 0417 967 621

