Wednesday May 4th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Friday
6th May

Mother’s Day stall —
please send a carry bag
with your child

Wednesday
11th May

School Council Meeting
7:00pm

Principal’s Column

It is so lovely to have our community back onsite. The
feeling around the school ground in the mornings and
Tuesday
Curriculum Day—
afternoons is fantastic. I love seeing the incidental catch
up conversations we can now have out in the yard at
17th May
Student Free
pick up time and see everyone catching up with friends
Wednesday
Winter Sports
in the school grounds and at the gates.
25th May
(Selected Students)
Our playground rules are often about safety and some
are about playing games fairly and sharing the play
facilities. The game rules are close to some of those
popular play areas like the sandpit and the Gaga Pit.
Today we are sharing the Gaga pit rules so you can have
Wednesday
Scienceworks
a conversation with your children about the game and
15th June
Years 1 & 2
why the rules are in place
Gaga is a fast paced, high-energy sport played in an
Monday
Aladdin performance
octagonal pit. The more players the better! Dubbed a
1st August
kinder, gentler version of dodge ball, the game is played
Friday
Werribee Zoo
with a soft foam ball, and combines the skills of dodging,
striking, running, and jumping, while trying to hit
12th August
Preps
opponents with a ball below the knees. Players need to
keep moving to avoid getting hit by the ball. Fun and
Green permission notes due back
easy, everyone gets a serious workout. The rules for
•
Aladdin Incursion
Gaga are on page 4.
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps
School Council News
Black Hill School Councillors are offered training every
year. There are four modules: Governance, Finance,
Needed—volunteers for election day
Strategic Planning, and President training.
sausage sizzle. One or
two
hour
shifts
Continued on page 4…….. All councillors are encouraged to undertake the
between 9:00am and 3:00pm.
If you can’t
volunteer you might like to donate towards Governance module to ensure they are aware of their
roles and responsibilities.
the purchase of stock for the fundraiser.
Attitudes to School Survey
Please contact the office if you can help out Our students in Years 4, 5 and 6 will get an opportunity
with either of these options.
to complete a survey providing feedback to the school.
This is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist us to gain an
Donations needed for Art
understanding of students' perceptions and experience
Room—Newspapers and
of school. At Black Hill the survey will be conducted in
knitting wool.
the week beginning Monday 16th May. All parents of
Thank you!
students in Years 4 - 6 have been provided with a parent

Forward Notice

information form on Compass, outlining the survey
and how to opt out.
Participation in this survey is voluntary. If parents do
not wish for their child to do the survey, they can send
an opt out via email to the school:
black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au Please do so before
Friday 13th May, stating that you wish to opt out of
your child’s participation, along with their name and
year level.
NAPLAN
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for all students in
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The tests cover skills in reading,
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and
numeracy.
The 2022 NAPLAN tests will take place online within a
two-week window from 9th to 27th May at Black Hill
Primary School. Our Wellbeing Team have put in some
‘preparing for test taking’ tips in the newsletter on
pages 6 & 7.
Encourage your child to think of this as an opportunity
to demonstrate their skills in these areas, not a competition and nothing to be worried about. You can’t fail
NAPLAN! It does show us what still needs to be learnt
and can assist the teachers to identify whole school
areas to work on in their teaching. We will put out a
more detailed schedule closer to the date.
Cyber Safety
Cyber safety is taught at school, integrated throughout
the curriculum. Importantly, as with all learning, it is a
partnership with home. We know that as parents
managing the ever-changing face of the online world,
what your children are exposed to is challenging to
keep up with. The Safety Commissionaire has excellent
resources for parents with videos and downloadable
resources that answer the most common concerns of
parents. There are good tips on parental controls in
easy to follow instructions. We will be sharing some of
these over the rest of the term. Today we have highlighted Getting Started with Parental Controls in Social
media, games and apps on page 9. However, you can
find the resources we share in the newsletter at the
link below.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/
resources#information-sheets
Fundraising and Fun
Our Canteen Monitors are selling fruit icy poles at the
canteen on Wednesdays for 50 cents for the rest of the
term.
The School Council Fundraising Committee have a few
events coming up which they hope you can support:
•
The Mother’s Day stall – which will be onsite this
Friday and provides a fantastic opportunity for
children to purchase a gift for their mother or
special person.

They are also in the process of organising other events
including:
•
A Trivia night
•
Election day sausage sizzle—if you can volunteer,
please contact the office.
Keep your eye out for more details on how you can be
involved.
COVID Restrictions
Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in any
school setting.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for
COVID-19 and have completed their 7-day isolation
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test
(RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from
isolation.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day
period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8
and above, unless they have a valid exemption.
If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not
attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Rapid Antigen Tests
The Department will continue the distribution of rapid
antigen test kits directly to schools for use in the first four
weeks of Term 2, 2022. It is recommended that students
are tested twice a week.
Tests are provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Packs will
be sent home with your child when they arrive.
Families should continue to conduct the tests at home
with all students and must report any positive test results
to the school and the Department of Health. Tests should
be conducted twice weekly, on days that suit families –
no particular days are prescribed.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any
time, they must report this through the Department of
Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria)
or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Students (or their parents) must also report a positive
result to their school, either through the COVID Test
portal or by phone or written notification; this is so the
school can support them, record that they will be absent
while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school
community know there has been a positive case onsite
and that they should monitor for symptoms.

Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating,
after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging or
kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who have
had birthdays this week . We will place your birthday
bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.

On Sunday 1st May, a number of Black Hill students
took part in the annual Club MUD Mini Muddies at
Black Hill reserve. Three Black Hill PS students won
medals at the Club MUD Mini Muddies downhill
mountain bike race:
•
Ewan Govan - 1st place in 7 & 8 years male
•
Rory Gulliver—3rd Place in Boys 6 and under
•
Klara Spokevicious - 3rd place in 7 & 8 female
•
Ahna Spokevicious - 3rd place in 9 & 10 female
Tamas Spokevicious (Grade 6 last year) won 1st place in
the A grade category for the second year running, and
fastest race time of all competitors for the day.
Thanks to Jo Govan & Ebony Gulliver for this article.

Happy Birthday to:
Maggie
Zane
Hamish
Indi
Mia
Samuel
Georgia
Charlotte
Loxley

Club MUD Mini Muddies

56C
56E
34E
34A
12D
12D
12A
12F
0PC

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal
When children are absent from school, we would really
appreciate parents calling or emailing the office to advise
the reason for the absence. If your child has COVID,
please ring to advise, and don’t put the absence on
Compass yourself—we need to put in different codes
that aren’t available to parents. Thank you.

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Volunteers
needed!
Please send a bag with your child for
their Mother’s Day purchases.
Our Mother’s Day stall will be held this Friday
6th May, 9:00am to 1:30pm. Students may
bring a small amount of cash to spend on the
day.
We are looking for volunteers to help on the
stall. If you are free to help, please contact
Rhiannon Govan at
rhiannongovan55@gmail.com

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
Last week the Prep students enjoyed participating in a Teddy Bear Hospital
Incursion.
This incursion taught students about health and self-care, where they practiced
skills on their teddies and discussed how they can apply this in their own life.
Some of the rotations included dental hygiene, healthy eating, medication, eye
sight, and body parts and bones. This was an excellent opportunity for students
to learn skills and work with students from the other Prep classes.
We are sure you would have heard lots of stories at home of how their teddy is
healthier now!

Rules of Gaga Ball
Years 3-6 Monday, Wednesday and Friday
Years Prep-2 Tuesday and Thursday
The official game rules of The Gaga Centre:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All players start with one hand touching a wall of the pit.
The game begins with a nominated person throwing the ball into the centre of the pit.
When the ball enters the pit, the players scream 'GA' for the first two bounces, and 'GO' on the
third bounce, after which the ball is in action.
Once the ball is in play, any player can hit the ball with an open or closed hand.
If a ball touches a player below the knee (on the legs) (even if the player hits himself or herself) he
or she is out and leaves the pit. If a player is hit above the knees, (legs) the play continues.
If a ball is caught on a fly the player who hit the ball is out.
Using the walls of the octagon to aid in jumping is legal as long as the player does not permanently
sit on the ledge of the octagon.
Players cannot hold the ball.
If needed, a second ball can be thrown in the pit to expedite the end of the game. The last player
standing is the winner of that round.

Team News
3/4 Team
Last week the 3/4 students engaged in
reading and writing tasks based around
ANZAC Day.
One of the writing tasks involved the
students using their senses to create a
poem about ANZAC Day.
Here are a couple of the published
poems from Madi and Grace in 3/4B.

Next week the Grade Three students
will participate in the NAPLAN
assessment.
A friendly reminder that students
need to bring a charged iPad with
their headphones to school every day.

5/6 Team
On Tuesday, we had Earth Ed visit us for our incursion. The students learnt about electric circuits and what is
required to ‘complete’ them. They discussed and learnt about words such as atoms, neutrons, protons, electrodes,
conductors and insulators. They were then able to create their own circuits using, batteries, switches, LEDs and
globes while trying to complete various challenges.

Maths Idea for the Week
This week we have been looking at division and specifically how to divide numbers that involve
remainders. Below is a great link with a strategy on how this can be done. Have a go at home and
challenge your family!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SLze82Zcc4Y

TERM 2 PROGRAM
MULTI-SPORTS (60 MINUTES)
Thursdays After-School 3:35pm - 4:35pm
(28th of April) to (23rd of June)
Soccer, Netball, AFL, Frisbee and Hockey.

Preps to Grade 4

$148.50 for the 9 week program Enrol online https://www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat
Any queries call or text Dom on 0417 967 621

•

