Wednesday August 3rd 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Wednesday
10th August

School Council Meeting
7:00pm

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

Mon 22nd—Fri
26th August

Book Week
(dress up Monday )

Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Mon 29th Aug-Fri
2nd Sept

Arts Week

Friday
2nd September

Father’s Day stall

Forward Notice
Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

You may have noticed that we have had to
remove some large gum trees from the
school grounds for safety reasons.
If anyone is able to donate any native trees
or bushes to replace them, we would be
very grateful.

Green permission notes due back
•
Division Basketball
•

Principal’s Column
Fundraising News—Trivia night
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the School’s Trivia
Night Friday 26th August. Our school fundraising
committee have been working really hard to provide a
fun night out for our community. After the last few years
this is a time to celebrate the community who have
been enormously supportive of each other over the
many lockdowns. I have been very grateful for the
excellent community spirit of the Black Hill community.
Your support has been really valued, we hope to see as
many of our parents and friends at the evening as
possible. See page 8 for more information. We still have
a few free tables so get your friends together to join in.
Your support means a lot to the team who organised the
event. Tickets are available via Qkr! or from the office.
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day
“My Dreaming, My Future’ 4th August 2022
Children’s Day is a time Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander families and communities and all Australians,
celebrate the strengths and culture of our children. It is
an opportunity for us to show our support for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children, as well as learn about
the crucial impact that culture, family and community
play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander child. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
peoples felt a day was needed to celebrate our children,
to give them confidence and make them feel special and
included. The date 4th August was historically used to
communally celebrate the birthdays of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children who were taken from
their families at a young age, without knowing their
birthday – the Stolen Generations. Children’s Day has
been run annually since 1988. For more information,
please have a look at this website https://
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/

Staffing
I will be on leave from Saturday 13th of August until
Monday 5th September. While I am on leave, Penny
Westlake will be Acting Principal and she will be
supported by staff from within the school. Although I
am looking forward to my holiday, I am disappointed I
will miss the Trivia Night and Art show. These are two
big community events in the school’s calendar that I
hope you will all enjoy. I look forward to hearing all
about them.
We would like to welcome Ms
Elene Ainalis who is replacing
Jethro Kirby in 3/4A and Mr
Zen Hastings who is replacing
Bri Folkes in 5/6B. Both will
be with us until the end of the
year. While Elene is new to
our community, Zen has been
working with us for quite a
few years as a relief teacher.
I know you will all join with me in welcoming them
both to our community. We appreciate them choosing
to join us for the remainder of the year. Elene has
already commented on how supportive the Black Hill
Primary School community is. That is a lovely
reflection on the staff, students and parents in our
school.
Arts Week
Arts Week happens every two years, on the alternate
year we have the school concert. Arts Week is a
celebration of The Arts in our school and
demonstrates the amazing creativity of our students
and staff. This year Arts Week will run from Monday
28th August until Friday September 2nd. Across the
week children will experience activities including a
variety of The Arts celebrating our island home of
Australia. Families will be able to come along on Friday
2nd September from 5.00pm - 6:30pm to enjoy an
exhibition including creations from children in every
year level. I am always inspired by the children’s
creative flair, and I know you will be impressed to see
the quality of their work. The key drivers for this event
are our Arts team, we are so grateful to have the
Visual and Performing Arts at Black Hill Primary School
as they add such value to the diversity of educational
opportunities our students are offered.
REAL Schools
Our school is working with REAL schools over a three
year period, focusing on how we can work together as
teachers and parents to use the same strategies to
manage behaviour, encourage responsibility and
improve outcomes for all our students. The key
message is on restorative practices rather than
punitive measures. We are working with children who
are learning the social norms and skills to be amazing
community members of the future.

Parents also have access to the Real Schools Website with
our school log in. This gives you access to many
resources and information: https://realschools.com.au
You can access the Members page using our school's login
details below:
username: blackhillps
password: blackhillps
Curriculum Day
Black Hill Primary School staff had a curriculum day
(student free) on Wednesday. The day focused on how we
work together as a community with our colleagues,
students and parents / guardians. One element we were
looking at was our consistent understanding and follow
up of behaviour expectations across the school. We are
focusing on calling out behaviour with kindness and consistency which follows up on our coaching session with
REAL schools last week.
Three Way Conferences
We plan to have our Three Way Conferences at the end of
this term. The dates will be confirmed next week. Three
Way Conferences are an important opportunity for you to
discuss your child’s learning achievements and goals with
both the teacher and your child.
You will be able to schedule these conferences with your
child’s teacher via Compass. We will let you know when
these are open for booking. It is expected that all students
will attend a conference with their teacher and parent/s.
Three Way Conferences give students an opportunity to
share their learning achievements and goals with their
parents/guardians supported by their teachers. This
relates directly to the Personal Learning Domain of our
curriculum.
Learners are most successful when they are mindful of
themselves as learners and thinkers within a learning
community. The Personal Learning domain in the
Victorian Curriculum focuses on providing students with
the knowledge, skills and behaviours to be successful,
positive learners both at school and throughout their
lives.
The teachers are working to provide all learners with the
knowledge, skills and behaviours to:
•
develop an understanding of their strengths and
potential,
•
seek and respond appropriately to feedback from
their teachers, peers and other members of the
community,
•
develop skills of goal setting and time and resource
management,
•
increasingly manage their own learning and growth
by monitoring their learning, and setting and
reflecting on their learning goals,
•
learn to understand and to manage their own
emotions,
•
develop resilience and dispositions which support
learning,
•
recognise and enact learning principles within and

beyond the school,
prepare for lifelong learning.
If you have any concerns about your child's education
that you do not wish to discuss in front of them, please
make a separate appointment to see your child's
teacher.
Face masks
I would like to remind students and families that the
current advice from the Victorian Government is that it
is strongly recommended face masks are worn in indoor settings (except for close contacts, who must
wear a mask indoors unless an exemption applies).
TRANSITION PREP 2023
Over this term we are conducting regular prep enrolment tours. If you know of anyone in our community
considering enrolling for 2023, encourage them to make
an appointment to come in for a tour or collect an
enrolment pack from the office. Parents can also access
the online tour from our school website.
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
If you are not sure if your preferred school is in your
designated neighbourhood school, you should read
about school zones and how they work. You can also
use findmyschool.vic.gov.au to find your local school.
COVID update
Just a reminder to all parents that the isolation
protocols still apply. If your child tests positive, they
must isolate for 7 days, and we need you to ring the
office to notify us for our reporting purposes. It is
important that you ring us or email the school so we can
collect the information needed for our attendance data.
If you email us, we need your child’s name, the date
they tested positive, if they have any symptoms and
what kind of test you used.
Rapid antigen tests
The Victorian Government is providing up to 3 further
deliveries of rapid antigen tests (RATs) to schools in
Terms 3 and 4, 2022. These will be distributed to staff
and students who require them and who are symptomatic or household contacts.
•

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Vaccinations for students
Vaccination remains the best way to protect our
students and staff in school settings. I encourage
families of children aged 5 to 11 to get vaccinated, and
staff and students aged over 16 to get their third dose,
remains critical.
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week and over the holidays.
Happy Birthday to:
Eden
Frederick
Gabriel
Leni
Aidan
Meikah
Ava

56B
56B
56E
56D
56F
56B
56A

Jim
Lex
Grace
Fletcher
Oscar
Andie
Laurence
Finnley

56E
56D
56A
34B
34D
34E
12E
12F

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal

Over the July school holidays, Sienna Kis won art
supplies from Ritchies IGA Miners Rest in an
artwork competition. Congratulations Sienna!

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
What a fantastic time our students had at the Aladdin performance! Singing, dancing, clapping, laughing – a
wonderful way to start our week.

A few reminders…
Please include a spare set of clothes in your child’s school bag, if they have a tendency to get muddy.
Consider sending a pair of slippers for indoor use during the day. Many students already have these in their classroom and it really does reduce the amount of dirt and mud on our carpets.
It is very important that our students are practising their reading skills at home every night. As we do not have an
infinite number of home reading texts across the school, classroom teachers are more than happy for students to
read books borrowed from our school library or other books they have at home. Please also remember the
importance of reading aloud to your children on a regular basis.
Have a fabulous week!

During the school holidays, Leni Howlett competed in
several eisteddfods including Ballarat Ballet Eisteddfod,
Comdance Born to Perform and the prestigious Sydney
Eisteddfod.
The Sydney Eisteddfod draws a lot of talented dancers
from afar. Leni’s categories generally had 49-74
entrants.
Leni was awarded winner of The Wenkart Foundation
Junior Championship (12 years) which is an incredible
achievement. In the Championship she was required to
perform two dances in which she did a Classical and
Modern being awarded 98 points for her efforts.

Leni’s other results in the Sydney Eisteddfod included:
2nd Character – 93 points
2nd Modern – 93 points
Highly Commended Classical – 90 points
She was also awarded 3 x 1st places at the inaugural Ballarat Ballet
Eisteddfod and 1 x 1st and 2 x 2nd places at Comdance.
What a wonderful holiday of dancing for Leni who attends Kerry Moore
School of Ballet. Congratulations Leni!

Team News
3/4 Team
This week the grade 3/4 students have been working hard to edit and publish their information reports. The
students have enjoyed using textual features, including images, backgrounds and a variety of fonts, to make their
published pieces interesting and engaging. In Maths, we have been investigating angles. The students have been
able to draw and measure angles using a protractor and have engaged in a variety of activities to determine
whether an angle is acute, obtuse or a right angle.
We were so fortunate to watch the Aladdin performance from Alpha Shows this week. The students loved being
active members of the audience by interacting with the characters and influencing the plot. The teachers were so
proud of how well all the students represented Black Hill P.S!
Finally, we are still collecting supplies in
preparation for the Arts Week workshops and
would be grateful for any donations of wool and
newspaper.
Here is a Maths game that the students can use at
home to practise measuring angles using a
protractor.
https://www.mathplayground.com/
measuringangles.html

5/6 Team
In Maths, the 5/6’s have been investigating angles. As part of our learning, we did an angle hunt around the
school! We have learnt about acute, obtuse, right and reflex angles. We have also learnt about supplementary and
complementary angles and how to apply these to real life scenarios.
On Monday we were treated to an Aladdin performance which was fantastic! This is what some members of 5/6D
thought of the performance:
I thought it was really funny and entertaining and I loved how it was so creative. Alpha shows put a lot of time into
this show, thank you Alpha shows it was great! -Layla
The characters were very expressive! I liked how they used current songs in their performance. -Pippa

We are looking for donations of prizes and /or silent auction
items for the Trivia Night to ensure that it is a huge success!
If you can help, please contact the office!

This year we are celebrating book week. The theme is Dreaming with Eyes Open.
To launch book week we are having a book week dress up on Monday 22nd of August.
Students will take part in a fashion parade on Monday morning.

