Wednesday July 27th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Monday
1st August

Aladdin performance

Wednesday 3rd
August

Curriculum Day—
Student Free

Wednesday
10th August

School Council Meeting
7:00pm

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

Mon 22nd—Fri
26th August

Book Week
(dress up Monday )

Forward Notice
Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

You may have noticed that we have had to
remove some large gum trees from the school
grounds for safety reasons. If anyone is able to
donate any native trees or bushes to replace
them, we would be very grateful.
The Art Room is looking for donations of cardboard tubes (eg cling film, paper towel) plastic
bottle top lids (eg milk), newspapers and material
scraps please.
Please do not send in toilet rolls.

Green permission notes due back
•
Aladdin Incursion
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps

Principal’s Column
REAL Schools
We are working with REAL schools over a three-year period, focusing on how we can work together as teachers
and parents to use the same strategies to manage behaviour, encourage responsibility and improve outcomes for all our students. The key message is on restorative practices. The staff have already begun this work in
their classrooms and last night we had a parent information session. I would like to thank those parents who
came along to learn more. These parent sessions will run
annually so if you missed out last night keep an eye out
for our session in 2023. One of the topics Cassie discussed was the importance of children being able to
name their emotions. She called it “Name it to Tame It”.
I have put an article from Real Schools in the newsletter
on page 7 about this topic. Our staff are working on
increasing the student’s emotional vocabulary in the
classroom.
Parents also have access to the Real Schools Website
with our school log in. This gives you access to many resources and information
https://realschools.com.au
You can access the Members page using our School's
Login details below:
username: blackhillps
password: blackhillps
Today we have Cassie here working in our classrooms
alongside our teachers. She is getting to know our community which will assist in informing our work and moving forward over the next three years of our learning
journey.
Curriculum / Student Free Days
Black Hill Primary School staff will be having a curriculum
day (student free) on Wednesday August 3rd. This day
will be following up on a coaching session with REAL
schools the week prior. Camp Australia will operate on
this day to provide care for students of parents who
work. Please ensure you book in as soon as possible to

allow them time to find enough staff to cover the day.
Schools have 4 curriculum days per year. The first day
of the year is a mandated one and then there are
three others across the year. This year in addition we
had a professional practice day in Term 2 which was
student free. Usually these are covered by relief staff,
however understandably this has not been possible to
achieve with relief staff being very difficult to find.
Teaching staff receive one professional practice day
per term. We have not yet been notified if this will be
a student free day for Term 3, however I will notify
you as soon as I know.
Fundraising News
Trivia night.
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the School’s Trivia
Night as well. See page 11 for more information. It
promises to be a fantastic evening of entertainment.
We still have a few free tables so get your friends
together to join in. Purchase via Qkr! or at the office.
Face masks
I would like to remind students and families that the
current advice from the Victorian Government is that
it is strongly recommended face masks are worn in
indoor settings (except for close contacts, who must
wear a mask indoors unless an exemption applies).
I have put a copy of the letter to parents from
Government, Catholic and Independent schools
recommending and asking for your support for
students to wear masks at school when inside. You can
find a copy of that letter in last week’s edition.
When your child needs help to make friends
Most children will find it hard to make friends sometimes. If your child is finding it hard, there are a few
things you can try.
Sometimes a simple social reminder might help. For
example, you could encourage your child to introduce
herself when she meets new children – ‘Hello, I’m
Kaia. What’s your name?’
Often children make friends at school through playing
the same game together – but it’s hard if you don’t
know the rules. You could make sure your child knows
the rules of games he wants join in with. If he doesn’t
like the games other children are playing, you could
suggest he starts a game that he does like by asking
classmates to play it with him.
If your child has special needs, he might also need
extra help with his friendships. You could try making
friends with other parents and getting together after
school at a playground. Give the other parents and
children some ideas on how to include your child. For
example, ‘Bill loves watching people play soccer. He
can throw the ball in and be the scorer’.
If your child finds it hard to make friends at school,
you could look for extracurricular activities to give
your child opportunities to meet children with similar

interests. There are lots of things your child could try –
sports, dance, art classes, Scouts and so on.
Friendship troubles: what to do
If you can tell your child isn’t happy about going to school,
or they aren’t eating lunch or seems to be socially
anxious, this could be because they are having trouble
making and keeping friends.
Talking with your child gives you a chance to hear about
what’s going on. Some children will be happy to tell you,
but others might find it hard. You can encourage your
child by telling him about a friendship trouble you had as
a child or by reading a story about friendship troubles. If
your child isn’t ready to talk, let him know he can always
come to you.
It can also be good to ask your child’s teacher whether the
teacher has noticed anything different in class or in the
playground.
Having friends who don’t go to the same school – for
example, children from art class, neighbours or family
friends – can help to boost your child’s confidence,
especially if he’s having friendship troubles at school.
You can find more about this topic at the raising children
website – see the link below:
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/
friends-siblings/supporting-friendships
TRANSITION PREP 2023
Over this term we are conducting regular prep enrolment
tours. If you know of anyone in our community considering enrolling for 2023, encourage them to make an
appointment to come in for a tour or collect an enrolment
pack from the office. Parents can also access the online
tour from our school website. www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
If you are not sure if your preferred school is in your
designated neighbourhood school, you should read about
school zones and how they work. You can also use
findmyschool.vic.gov.au to find your local school.
COVID update
Just a reminder to all parents that the isolation protocols
still apply. If your child tests positive, they must isolate for
7 days, and we need you to ring the office to notify us for
our reporting purposes. It is important that you ring us or
email the school so we can collect the information needed
for our attendance data. If you email us, we need your
child’s name, the date they tested positive, if they have
any symptoms and what kind of test you used.
Vaccination requirements
There are no longer any mandatory vaccination
requirements for staff or visitors working or attending
mainstream schools. This came into effect from 11:59pm
on Friday 24 June 2022.
Rapid antigen tests
The Victorian Government is providing up to 3 further
deliveries of rapid antigen tests (RATs) to schools in Terms
3 and 4, 2022. These will be distributed to staff and students who require them and who are symptomatic or
household contacts.

We should receive our first delivery of Term 3 RATs by
the end of Week 3, Friday 29 July 2022.
Expanded eligibility for fourth COVID-19 vaccine dose
The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) has updated its recommendations around
fourth doses of COVID-19 vaccination.
From Monday 11 July 2022, people aged over 30 will be
eligible for a fourth dose.
ATAGI recommends that people aged 50 to 64 should
have their fourth dose, while those aged 30 to 49 can
choose to have a fourth dose. For further information,
refer to the ATAGI website.
Vaccinations for students
Vaccination remains the best way to protect our
students and staff in school settings. I encourage
families of children aged 5 to 11 to get vaccinated, and
staff and students aged over 16 to get their third dose,
remains critical.
Birthdays

I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week and over the holidays.
Happy Birthday to:
Hikari
Blaine
Oliver
Jasper
Sophie
Lincoln
Aidan

56B
56D
12D
12D
12B
12C
12F

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop

Last Friday, our Crossing Supervisor Di May
received her 35 years of service award at a
ceremony at the City of Ballarat.
You may remember last year we gave Di a gift
and flowers on the date of her anniversary.
Here is a message from Di:
“To the students, teachers, staff and parents
who use the Chisholm Street Crossing.
I would like to thank you all for making this
award possible. You make it a pleasure to come
to work each day.
Di, Crossing Supervisor.”

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Team News
5/6 Team
It’s hard to believe, but we’re already a third of the way through term 3! This week we have been exploring and
measuring angles as well as talking about how and why these are useful skills to have, even in the age of iPads and
high powered mobile devices. In reading, students have been focusing on making inferences and drawing
conclusions; using clues within texts to answer questions that haven’t been obviously stated. Week 3 also has
student’s sharing their wonderful destination reports (they look absolutely fantastic!) while practising their public
speaking skills in preparation for applying for leadership positions and graduation speeches next term. We have all
been very excited to learn more about our Arts Week theme and look forward to putting our creative and artistic
skillsets to good use. The Arts team are currently seeking resources, including cardboard tubes (no toilet paper
rolls), fabric scraps, wool, and plastic bottle tops so please feel free to bring these things to your classroom teacher
if you’re looking to get rid of any.

Team News
3/4 Team
This week the grade 3/4 students have been working on creating information reports about an animal of
their choice in writing. Students are using their research skills to find information to help create well
detailed reports. In Maths, we have been focusing on fractions. The students have been developing their
skills in equivalent fractions through many different activities and games. The students have worked hard
both individually and in
groups to work towards
achieving their learning
goals.
The Aladdin show is coming
up next Monday, the 1st of
August. If you haven’t
already returned your
note, please get it back as
soon as possible.
Finally, we are looking for
donations of wool and
newspaper in preparation
for Arts week in Week 8 of
this term.

Prep/1/2 Team
The Prep students
have been practicing
reading, writing and
spelling through the
use of Decodable
texts and sentences.
Students are encouraged to use "Talk Like
a Tortoise" when
writing to hear and
record sounds and
"Stretchy Snake" when reading to
stretch out sounds through a word. Students enjoy
reading whole class books online, playing reading
games based off decodable texts, and writing
decodable sentences which are also sent home for
a bit of extra practice.
It has been wonderful to see how confident
students are becoming at these books.
Reminder: For students in prep to year 2, we
would like to remind families to send their child
with a spare change of clothes and slippers over
the wet weather. Also, if you have not returned
your permission form for Aladdin yet, please send
them in this week as Aladdin is on Monday!

A number of our students
are performing in the
Broadway to Ballarat
performance on August
3rd and 7th (see left for
details. See below for
some photos of them in
rehearsal—you may see
some familiar faces!

This year we are celebrating book week. The theme is Dreaming with Eyes Open.
To launch book week we are having a book week dress up on Monday 22nd of August.
Students will take part in a fashion parade on Monday morning.

We are looking for donations of prizes and /or silent auction
items for the Trivia Night to ensure that it is a huge success!
If you can help, please contact the office!

