Wednesday April 27th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm
Term 2
Welcome back to school and Term 2. It is lovely to have
everyone back with a positive outlook for the term. We
were so lucky with great weather for the first week of
the holidays and Easter. I hope you all got opportunities
to enjoy some time outside. The weather is becoming
much colder now, we are seeing lovely autumn days
with the sun shining and the frost on the grass.
School Council News
Black Hill School Councillors are offered training every
year. There are four modules: Governance, Finance,
Strategic Planning, and President training. All councillors are encouraged to undertake the Governance module to ensure they are aware of their roles and responsibilities.
ANZAC Day
Monday 25th April was ANZAC day, when we gathered
to remember those who have served to defend Australia. Four of our student leaders attended the ANZAC ceremony and march, laying a wreath at the Cenotaph on
behalf of the Black Hill community. We saw lots of Black
Hill families at the service in Sturt Street.
On Tuesday 26th April, we held a special commemorative
assembly for students and staff. We had Alan Douglas
attend as special guest from the RSL. He talked to the
students about the role of animals in war - the horses,
dogs, camels, pigeons and even cats. Our students from
Prep – Year 6 demonstrated respectful behaviour, showing they understood the formality of the occasion. As a
community we hold this ceremony because it is the anniversary of the day when Australian and New Zealand
soldiers landed on the beach at Gallipoli in Turkey on 25
April, 1915. This was the first major military campaign
for soldiers from Australia and New Zealand.
Since then, 25 April has been known as ANZAC Day.
‘ANZAC’ comes from the name Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. It was shortened to ANZAC in 1915.
Since then, when Australians and New Zealanders have
served together, they have often been known as ANZACs.

At Gallipoli, Australians and New Zealanders served with
soldiers from other nations, including England, France
and India. The Australians at Gallipoli came from all sorts
of backgrounds, but they shared the terrible experience
of war. Ever since then, for more than a hundred years,
the men and women in our Navy, Army and Air Force
have honoured the memory of our original ANZACs.
On ANZAC Day, there are many ways to honour people
who have served, and those who continue to serve, in
Australia’s armed forces.

Continued on page 4……..

Dates for the family diary...
Thursday

5th May

Emergency Drill—Lockout to Tennis Courts

Friday

6th May

Mother’s Day Stall

Wednesday

11th May

School Council Meeting 7:00pm

Tuesday

17th May

Curriculum Day—Student Free

Green permission notes due back—District Cross Country (Selected Students)

Donations needed for Art
Room—Newspapers and
knitting wool. Thank you!

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
It is great to see everyone back at school at the beginning of our second
term of the year. This term will see the weather cool off so with this the
students are permitted to bring jackets, beanies, scarves and gloves to
keep themselves warm. It is important that any item of clothing is clearly
named so it can be returned if misplaced.
This week the Prep students have a visit from some medical students from
Deakin University for their Teddy Bear Hospital program. The day
promises to be lots of fun and teach the students lots about health and
safety. Each child in Prep will need a teddy or soft toy for the experience.
In the last week of the first term Prep A had a visit from James’ puppy
Nellie. The kids were very excited to see her and Nellie was very excited to
see them.

Volunteers
needed!
Our Mother’s Day stall will be held on Friday 6th
May, 9:00am to 1:30pm. Students may bring a
small amount of cash to spend on the day.
We are looking for volunteers to help on the stall.
If you are free to help, please contact Rhiannon
Govan at rhiannongovan55@gmail.com

Team News
3/4 Team
The students in the 3/4 Atrium have come back with a huge smile and a positive attitude to start Term 2.
We hope everyone has had a safe and enjoyable Easter break! Over the next couple of weeks, the
students will be preparing for NAPLAN which is in week 3. Here are some photos of the ANZAC assembly
held on Tuesday. A friendly reminder that students need to bring a charged iPad to school with their
headphones each day.

5/6 Team
We concluded Term 1 in style! The 5/6 team had an Easter parade to show off their creative Easter
themed outfits. Our 5/6s voted Aella Wilson as the best dressed student for the day, with all the finalists
receiving an Easter Egg for their effort.
Note: For any families enrolled in the Code Camp afterschool
program, it will be commencing next Tuesday 3rd of May in the
Atrium (3.45pm-5.00pm). Computers will be supplied for the
session so students do not need to bring anything.

From page 1…...
NAPLAN
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for all students in
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The tests cover skills in reading,
writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and
numeracy.
The 2022 NAPLAN tests will take place online within a
two-week window from 9th to 27th May at Black Hill
Primary School. Our Wellbeing team have put in some
‘preparing for test taking’ tips in the newsletter on
pages 6 & 7.
Encourage your child to think of this as an opportunity
to demonstrate their skills in these areas, not a competition and nothing to be worried about. You can’t fail
NAPLAN! It does show us what still needs to be learnt
and can assist the teachers to identify whole school
areas to work on in their teaching. We will put out a
more detailed schedule closer to the date.
Fundraising and Fun
Our Canteen Monitors are selling fruit icy poles at the
canteen on Wednesdays for 50 cents for the rest of the
term.
The School Council Fundraising Committee have a few
events coming up in Term 2 which they hope you can
support:
•
The Mother’s Day stall – which will be onsite this
year and provides a fantastic opportunity for
children to purchase a gift for their mother or
special person. This will be on Friday 6th May.
They are also in the process of organising other events
this term including:
•
A Trivia night
Election day sausage sizzle—if you can volunteer,
please contact the office.
Keep your eye out for more details on how you can be
involved.
Outdoor winter activities
As the weather begins to get colder it is tempting to
stay indoors and become less active. Here are some
good ideas on how the family can remain active during
the colder weather
Key points
• Your child can still be physically active even if it’s
cold or wet outside.
• You can go to the beach in wild weather, jump in
puddles or fly a kite.
• If you’re staying indoors, you can make up
physically active games, dances and activities.
Other options include indoor play centres and winter
sports.
Free outdoor winter activities:
•

cost things you can do:
•
Put on coats, hats and gloves and head outside. Show
your child what the beach looks like in wild weather,
or visit parks and gardens when the plants are all wet
and glossy.
•
Take your child to see how the flow of rivers, creeks
and streams changes after rain.
•
When it’s wet, dress up in gumboots and raincoats.
Look for some big puddles to jump in. An umbrella
can be fun to take along too. Your child might have
fun opening and closing it a few times.
•
If it’s darker, let your child play with a torch when
you go out for a walk.
•
Gather leaves, sticks, shells and stones from outside.
You can take them inside and use them for sorting,
painting or building.
•
On a windy day, you can try flying kites, chasing
leaves – or helping them ‘fly’ – and trying to find
places to hide from the wind outside.
Free indoor winter activities:
If you can’t face the cold and wet, here are some ideas for
winter activities you and your child can do inside at
home:
•
Line up some empty plastic bottles inside and use an
old pair of socks to play indoor ‘bowling’. Make it
harder by adding some weight (like sand or water)
inside the bottles. Your child could recycle the socks
to play other games like soccer or tennis, or even
puppet plays.
•
Encourage your child to throw a scarf up in the air
and catch it on an arm, leg, knee or head. Or let your
child kick a balloon up as high as possible and then
use a fly swat or plastic bat to hit the balloon.
•
Move to music, make up dances and play dress-ups.
Maybe your child could act out a new adventure
based on a favourite superhero or cartoon character.
•
Set up an indoor treasure hunt.
•
If you have space, use chairs, blankets and boxes to
build a fort or set up an obstacle course.
•
Use an old mattress as an indoor trampoline and get
your child to try funny running styles, or practise
jumping, landing and tumbling.
Winter activities you need to pay for

As a special treat, your child might enjoy some of these
paid activities:
•
Indoor play centres, swimming, trampolining, iceskating and ten-pin bowling can keep your child
active inside.
•
Traditional winter team sports like football, hockey,
netball or rugby can be great for children when
they’re old enough and want to play. Look for
sports where the rules have been modified so
Even when it’s cold and wet outside, you and your
they’re fun and safe for young children.
child can still be active around your home and
•
If it’s not too far or expensive, a trip to the snow
neighbourhood. There are plenty of free or lowcan be great fun for snow play or tobogganing.

The Raising Children Network has great resources for
parents. On being active and staying healthy
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/nutritionfitness
Update on COVID Restrictions
Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in any
school setting. This means students in Grades 3 to 6, staff
and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to
wear face masks unless you are a close contact. Any
student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask may
do so, including those who are medically at-risk.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for
COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test
(RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from
isolation. This was previously 8 weeks.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day
period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8
and above unless they have a valid exemption.
If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not
attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Rapid Antigen Tests
The Department will continue the distribution of rapid
antigen test kits directly to schools for use in the first four
weeks of Term 2, 2022. It is recommended that students
are tested twice a week.
Tests are provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Packs will
be sent home with your child when they arrive.
Families should continue to conduct the tests at home
with all students and must report any positive test results
to the school and the Department of Health. Tests should
be conducted twice weekly, on days that suit families –
no particular days are prescribed.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any
time, they must report this through the Department of
Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria)
or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Students (or their parents) must also report a positive
result to their school, either through the COVID Test
portal or by phone or written notification; this is so the
school can support them, record that they will be absent
while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school
community know there has been a positive case onsite
and that they should monitor for symptoms.

Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools
that they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
particularly on arrival to school, before and after
eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or
using the toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young
students where required.
Sharing of food is not recommended. Where this
occurs, individual portions should be encouraged
alongside strict hand hygiene.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week and over the school
holidays. We will place your birthday bookmarks in
your teacher’s pigeon hole.
Happy Birthday to:
Aaliyah
Zoe
Aella
Edith
Leela
River
Alexis
Makayla
Darcy
Cooper
Billy
Kodie

56F
56F
56A
56B
56D
56F
56E
56E
56D
34D
34C
56D

Ahna
Avleen
Yana
Imogen
Alaskah
Phoebe
Chloe
Mikayla
Maya
Artemis
Henrietta
Harry
Daisy
Clay

34B
34E
34E
12F
12D
12E
34C
12A
12E
12D
12D
0PC
12C
0PC

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Needed—volunteers for election day sausage sizzle. One or two hour shifts
between 9:00am and 3:00pm. Maybe if you can’t volunteer you might like to
donate towards the purchase of sausages, bread, sauce, onions and serviettes
for the fundraiser.
Please contact the office if you can help out with either of these options.

ANZAC Assembly excerpts
Welcome to teachers, students and members of our school community for our Anzac Day Service at Black
Hill Primary School.
’The ANZAC tradition - the ideals of courage, endurance and mateship that are still relevant today - was
established on 25 April, 1915 when the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landed on the Gallipoli
Peninsula.
It was the start of a campaign that lasted eight months and resulted in some 25000 Australian casualties,
including 8 700 who were killed or died of wounds or disease.
The men who served on the Gallipoli Peninsula created a legend, adding the word ‘ANZAC’ to our vocabulary and creating the idea of the ANZAC spirit.
Arthur Bourke, who was a Private in the First World War, pointed out that the spirit of Anzac is not confined to the battlefield, nor is it something that can be seen. He described the spirit of Anzac as:
"a powerful driving sensation that can only be felt. It is a feeling that burns in the heart of every Australian and New Zealand countryman. A warm, tender, fiery, even melancholy ideal that nurtures intense patriotism in the innermost soul of every body."

‘Not a Hero’ written by Clyde Hamilton.
The ANZAC Day march was over - the old Digger had done his best.
His body ached from marching - it was time to sit and rest.
He made his way to a park bench and sat with lowered head.
A young boy passing saw him - approached and politely said,
"Please sir do you mind if I ask you what the medals you wear are for?
Did you get them for being a hero, when fighting in a war?"
Startled, the old Digger moved over and beckoned the boy to sit.
Eagerly the lad accepted - he had not expected this!
"First of all I was not a hero," said the old Digger in solemn tone,
"But I served with many heroes, the ones that never came home.
So when you talk of heroes, it's important to understand,
The greatest of all heroes gave their lives defending this land.
"The medals are worn in their honour, as a symbol of respect.
All diggers wear them on ANZAC Day - it shows they don't forget."
The old digger then climbed to his feet and asked the boy to stand.
Carefully he removed the medals and placed them in his hand.
He told him he could keep them - to treasure throughout his life,
A legacy of a kind - left behind - paid for in sacrifice.
Overwhelmed the young boy was speechless - he couldn’t find words to say.
It was there the old Digger left him - going quietly on his way.
In the distance the young boy glimpsed him - saw him turn and wave goodbye.
Saddened he sat alone on the bench - tears welled in his eyes.
He never again saw him ever - but still remembers with pride,
When the old Digger told him of Heroes and a young boy sat and cried.
TERM 2 PROGRAM
MULTI-SPORTS (60 MINUTES)
Thursdays After-School 3:35pm - 4:35pm
(28th of April) to (23rd of June)
Soccer, Netball, AFL, Frisbee and Hockey.

Preps to Grade 4

$148.50 for the 9 week program Enrol online https://www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat
Any queries call or text Dom on 0417 967 621

