Wednesday March 23rd 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm
We have only two and a half weeks of Term 1 left! It has
really flown by. I have been so impressed with the way
our community has come back to school after such a
disrupted two years. As a community you have been
extremely supportive of your children, the teachers and
the wider school community. Our recent challenges
have of course been the ongoing disruptions for some
families who are isolating as close contacts or with a
positive test result. The office has appreciated your
communication with us keeping us informed of positive
COVID cases and updating us with your children’s wellbeing. Thank you so much.
Over the last two weeks of Term 1, beginning this Friday
25th March, I will be stepping into an Acting Senior
Education Improvement Leader role, supporting my
principal colleagues in schools in the north of the South
Western Victoria Region. Over those two weeks, Penny
Westlake will be the Acting Principal. At times we are
asked to assist when our colleagues are taking leave or
unwell, this will be a short-term role and I will see you
all in Term 2. I certainly hope you
are all able to enjoy a lovely break
over the Easter holidays.
School Council News
Parents and community members
on School Councils provide
important viewpoints and offer a
range of experiences and
knowledge that can help inform and
shape the direction of the school. Our newest school
Council parent rep for 2022 is Stephannie Nunan. You
can find some information out about Stephannie below.
I'm Stephannie Nunan and I have 3 sons, James, Henry
and Oliver who attend Black Hill Primary School.
I have always been actively involved with my children's
schools/kinder/childcare throughout the years by
volunteering for many fund-raising events, parent helpers for camps and excursions. I have a want and drive to
support the organisation that also supports my
children's education.

I have a versatile background in Marketing, Events
Planning, Finance, Management, Education Support and
Hospitality. I believe my background and experience
would be of great benefit to our school's council.
Outside of work and children I have my own side hobby
creating various relishes, sauces and chutneys which I
thoroughly enjoy.
I believe with my diverse background and drive I can add
value to the school and improve our children's
educational outcomes.
Kind regards, Stephannie
Harmony Week Monday 21 - Sunday 27 March 2022
What is Harmony Week?
It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and
the successful integration of migrants into our
community.
Australia is one of the most successful multicultural
countries in the world and we should celebrate this and
work to maintain it.
Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and
belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or
linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian
values.
Our cultural diversity
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from
the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to
the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the
world.
Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths
and is at the heart of who we are. It makes Australia a
great place to live.
An integrated multicultural Australia is an integral part
of our national identity. All people who migrate to
Australia bring with them some of their own cultural and
religious traditions, as well as taking on many new
traditions.
Continued on page 4…….

Dates for the family diary...
Friday

25th March

School Photo Day

Monday

4th April

Three Way Conferences

Tuesday

5th April

Three Way Conferences

Friday

8th April

End of Term 1—2:30pm dismissal

Tuesday

26th April

Term 2 Commences

Donations for our fabulous
Easter raffle prizes will be
gratefully received before
Monday 4th April. All donations
are being accepted at the office.
Thank you in anticipation!

Volunteers needed! If you are available to volunteer on Wednesday 6th April to help sort the Hot Cross Bun orders, we
would be very grateful. Please contact the office if you are available.

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
In Maths we have been focusing on Place Value. Place Value is very important as it underpins everything
in Maths. Students have been digging deeper into numbers focussing on whether the number is odd or
even, 10 more or 10 less, expanded notation (345=300+40+5), matching the number and numeral and
locating that number on a number line. Here are some examples:

In Writing we have been focussing on Narratives. Students have been working on starting their story with
a ‘Sizzling Start’ that hooks the reader into wanting to read more, detailed setting development,
character traits and a problem with a solution. Students are looking forward to sharing these stories at
our Three Way Conferences. If you haven’t made an appointment, please do so.
Keep an eye on Seesaw as we have made two videos explaining how to support your child with their
reading at home. The videos link to the book marks that are attached their coloured words. There is a
book mark to support accuracy strategies for reading the words, and a book mark to support
comprehension strategies so students can understand what they have read.

THIS
FRIDAY

Team News
3/4 Team
It’s been another busy week in the Grade 3/4 building. On Monday we had
our last swimming session at
the Aquatic Centre and today
our students participated in a
golf clinic on our school oval.
A big thanks to Tony for
teaching us some new skills.
We definitely have some
budding golfers in our classrooms. Though a few of us
still need a lot more practise.

5/6 Team
Mintie Challenge
Our challenge task this week was to tear a Mintie wrapper into the l o n g e s t
piece possible. We couldn’t use scissors or sticky tape and it was hard!
The winner was Aella with a wrapper length of a whopping 1.13m.

From Page 1…….
Collectively, these traditions have enriched our nation.
Facts and figures
There are some fascinating statistics about Australia's
diversity that can be good conversation-starters:
•
nearly half (49 per cent) of Australians were born
overseas or have at least one parent who was
•
we identify with over 300 ancestries
•
since 1945, more than 7.5 million people have
migrated to Australia
•
85 per cent of Australians agree multiculturalism
has been good for Australia
•
apart from English, the most common languages
spoken in Australia are Mandarin, Arabic,
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Italian, Greek, Tagalog/
Filipino, Hindi, Spanish and Punjabi
•
more than 70 Indigenous languages are spoken in
Australia.
These facts are taken from ABS 2016 Census Data.
Check out the Australian Bureau of Statistics website.
Three Way Conferences
In the last week of school, the teachers will once again
offer the opportunity for parents to meet with them and
their child to discuss their progress and learning goals.
You can book your appointment via Compass. You will
see the link right at the top of the news feed.
Three Way Conferences will be held Monday 4th April
2:00pm – 6:30pm and Tuesday 5th April 3:45pm 6:30pm. Students will be dismissed at 1:30pm on Monday 4th April in order to make teachers available for the
Three-Way Conferences. Camp Australia will be open
for childcare from 1:30pm for families who require it.
Three Way Conferences give students an opportunity to
share their learning achievements and goals with their
parents or guardians, supported by their teachers. This
relates directly to the Personal Learning Domain of our
curriculum.
Learners are most successful when they are mindful of
themselves as learners and thinkers within a learning
community.
The Personal Learning domain in the Victorian Curriculum focuses on providing students with the knowledge,

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

skills and behaviours to be successful, positive learners,
both at school and throughout their lives.
If you have any concerns about your child's education
that you do not wish to discuss in front of them, please
make a separate appointment to see your child's
teacher.
If you are having any problems with logging onto
Compass, we encourage you to ring so that we can assist you.
Fundraising and Fun
Easter raffle:
As we head towards the end of Term 1 we are running
the school annual Easter raffle. The baskets of Easter
eggs and Easter themed prizes are spectacular and an
excellent prize. Donations for the Easter raffle come
from the school community and can be dropped off at
the office. Raffle tickets have been sent home and need
to back at school by Monday 4th April.
Hot Cross Bun Drive:
The Fundraising Committee is also be running a Hot
Cross Bun drive. Orders are via Qkr! Orders close Monday 4th April at 12:00pm. See page 6 for details. In
addition, if you are available to volunteer on
Wednesday 6th April to help sort the orders, we would
be very grateful. Please contact the office if you are
available.
To add to the Easter fun, I know that Kids Voice are
raising money for the Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal
so keep your eyes open for news on what they are
planning.
Our Canteen Monitors are selling fruit icy poles at the
canteen during the first half of lunch play on
Wednesdays for 50 cents for the rest of the term.
Screen time and screen use: part of a healthy lifestyle
Screen time and screen use are normal parts of life for
most children and teenagers. The time your child spends
watching TV and using computers, gaming consoles,
tablets and smartphones can be part of a healthy lifestyle.
It’s all about making sure of two things:
Children enjoy plenty of healthy, fun activities, both
with and without screens, including physical activity,
reading, creative play and social time with family and
friends.
• When children do use screens, they watch or use
quality content.
And don’t forget sleep! A healthy, balanced lifestyle for
children includes enough good-quality sleep.
Current national and international guidelines
recommend that children under two years don’t have
screen time other than video-chatting.
Checklist for a healthy approach to screen time
These questions can help you check whether your child
is using screens in a balanced and healthy way.
Is your child:
• sleeping enough?

• physically healthy?
• engaged with school?
• connecting socially with family and friends, online

immunisation history statement.
Rapid Antigen Tests
The Department will continue the distribution of rapid
antigen test kits directly to schools for use in in Term 1,
2022.
Tests are provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Packs
will be sent home with your child this week.
Families should continue to conduct the tests at home
with all students and must report any positive test
results to the school and the Department of Health.
Tests should be conducted twice weekly, on days that
suit families – no particular days are prescribed.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any
time, they must report this through the Department of
Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus
Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Students (or their parents) must also report a positive
result to their school, either through the COVID Test
portal or by phone or written notification; this is so the
school can support them, record that they will be absent
while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school
community know there has been a positive case onsite
and that they should monitor for symptoms.
Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating,
after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
Sharing of food is not recommended. Where this
occurs, individual portions should be encouraged alongside strict hand hygiene.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who have
had birthdays this week. We will place your birthday
bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.
Happy birthday to:

and offline?
• enjoying a variety of hobbies and interests?
• doing physical activity every day?
• having fun and learning while using screens?
• using quality content?
If you answer yes to most or all of these questions,
your child is probably using screens in a balanced way as
part of a healthy lifestyle.
The Raising Children Network has great resources for
parents. On media and technology
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-mediatechnology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/screentime
School Photo Day
Friday 25th March is our school photo day. On that day
students will need to be in their full school uniform. Parents can order both individual and family photos from
MSP Photography. The link can be found on the
Compass portal when you sign in on an internet
browser.
The office has hard copies of the order form if required.
Update on COVID Restrictions
We are so pleased that the restrictions are such that
parents may now enter school buildings and that the QR
code check in is no longer required.
However, parents/ carers are required to show proof of
vaccination to enter a school building. Where this is not
possible, parents and visitors may not enter buildings.
Masks continue to be mandated for students in Years 3
– 6, parents, visitors and staff when in school buildings.
Although the Service Victoria QR code check-in is not
required at schools, routine school visitor record
keeping arrangements will continue to apply.
In Victorian Government schools, parents, carers and
other adult visitors who enter school buildings must be
able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception.
The following limited exceptions also apply:
•
when attending to administer medical treatment
to their own child when the treatment cannot be
administered by the school;
•
when attending to collect their child who is
unwell and cannot leave the school building
unaccompanied by their parent/carer;
•
when attending for a momentary period that
does not involve any sustained contact with staff Kind regards,
or students, for example, to collect a completed
art project, collecting a packet of rapid antigen
test or similar.
Donna Bishop
Proof of vaccination can be checked by a COVID-19
Principal
digital certificate (Service Victoria app or smartphone
wallet) or printed copy of a digital certificate or
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These two pairs of prescription
glasses have been at the office for
approximately 3 weeks. If anyone
owns them, please collect at the
office. Thank you!

23rd March

Click here to go to the website.

