
 

601 Chisholm St. Ballarat   
Telephone:  03 5332 4544     

 Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au     
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au 

       Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm   
                                  Friday: 8:30—4:00pm 

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm 

Wednesday March 20th 2024 

School Photo Day 
Tuesday 26th March is our school photo day. Students 
will need to be in their full school uniform. Parents can 
order both individual and family photos from MSP     
Photography. The link can be found on the Compass  
portal when you sign in on the internet browser view 
(not the app view). The office has hard copies of the   
order form if required. More information is on page 5. 
School Uniform 
Our school uniform is compulsory and it is important 
that you as families support your child to wear the 
school uniform. We can arrange to assist you if you are 
finding this difficult. Contact us at the office. The school 
Uniform Policy is on the school website.  
Easter raffle 
We are once again running our Easter raffle. Raffle    
tickets need to back at school by this Friday 22nd March. 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the raffle, 
the prizes are looking wonderful. The raffle will be 
drawn on Monday 25th March.  
NAPLAN 
Over the last week our students in Years 3 and 5 have 
completed the National Assessment Program tests   
assessments in Writing, Reading, Conventions of       
Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and   
Numeracy. We just have a few catch ups on the tests to 
finalise this week. Congratulations to all our students in 
Years 3 and 5 who demonstrated both aspiration and 
resilience in their participation in NAPLAN.   
This week is Harmony Week Monday 18th – Sunday 
24th March. 
What is Harmony Week? 
It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, and 
the successful integration of migrants into our          
community. Australia is one of the most successful  
multicultural countries in the world and we should   
celebrate this and work to maintain it. Harmony Week 
is about inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all 
Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistic back-
ground, united by a set of core Australian values. 
Our cultural diversity 
Australia is a vibrant and multicultural country — from 

 

Monday 25/3 
Three Way Conferences  
Normal Dismissal time 

Tuesday 26/3 School Photo Day 

Thursday 28/3 
End of Term 1 
2:30pm dismissal 

Monday 15th April  Curriculum Day  Student Free 

Tuesday 16th April Students return for Term 2 

Wed 17th April 3-6 Swimming 

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Forward Notice : 
• Friday 7th June— Student Free Day 

Term 1 Assembly Roster  

Thursday 28/3 
Whole School Assembly 

1:40pm 

Dates for the family diary Principal’s Column 

 Did you hear about 
the fire at the shoe 
factory?          
Unfortunately, many soles 
were lost. 

Easter Raffle:          
Last day to 
hand in     
tickets this 
Friday! 
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the oldest continuous culture of our first Australians to 
the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the 
world. Our cultural diversity is one of our greatest 
strengths and is at the heart of who we are. It makes 
Australia a great place to live. 
An integrated multicultural Australia is an integral part 
of our national identity. All people who migrate to Aus-
tralia bring with them some of their own cultural and 
religious traditions, as well as taking on many new tra-
ditions. Collectively, these traditions have enriched our 
nation. 
You can access Harmony week stories to share with 
your children at https://www.harmony.gov.au/stories/
story?storyId=118 
Three Way Conferences 
Our Three-Way Conferences began yesterday. It was 
wonderful to see and hear the students discussing their 
goals and learning from this term.  
Fern in 1/2C was showing the progress in her writing 
work when I popped in and we all agreed that it was 
fantastic progress. See what you think. 
Beginning of the year: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bookings are open for the second night of Three 
Way Conferences on Monday 25th March. So, if you 
haven’t booked an appointment, there is still time. 
There are different arrangements for 34E and these 
have been communicated to those families. You can 
book your appointment via Compass. You will see the 
link at the top of your Compass news feed.  

Please note that Monday 25th  is normal finish time – 
3:30pm.  
Easter hat or a touch of Easter  
All students are invited to wear an 
Easter Hat or a touch of Easter     
added to their uniform on Monday 
25th March. We will be conducting an  
Easter parade in the gym from 
2:30pm on that day as well as some 
other whole school fun. Our teachers will be conducting 
Three Way Conferences and students who are attending 
those will be sent over to the room at their allocated 
time. Children will be dismissed from outside their nor-
mal classroom building by one of our specialist teachers. 
Fundraising - Foodbank Victoria 
This term Kids Voice, supported by Chrissy Biggin and 
Claire Heyne along with Mrs Westlake and Chloe Dew 
have organised an amazing last day of term. We are so 
excited to be taking part in Foodbank Victoria’s Food 
Fight – the messiest, funniest way to help raise funds to 
feed those in need.  The event will take place on 28th 
March, which is going to be great fun for the kids. We 
want to make sure we raise as much as we can for   
Foodbank Victoria and we need your help! 
Students have the opportunity to choose prizes for    
raising funds – we are encouraging students to pay it 
forward and donate those prizes to other children in 
need. Kids Voice will distribute them to an appropriate 
charity in Ballarat.  
School Council 
The new 2024 School Council met for the first-time last 
Wednesday 13th March. At this meeting the office     
bearers were elected. They are: 
President: Samantha Retelj 
Vice president: Stephannie Nunan 
Treasurer: Carla Dobbyn 
The principal is the Executive Officer of School Council. 
At this meeting School Council also coopted the commu-
nity member who is Jo Geurts, CEO of ECKA (Eureka   
Kindergarten Association). We are thrilled that Jo can 
once again take up this role on our School Council. She 
provides a key link between us and the Black Hill Kinder-
garten and early childhood in general. 
Our other members are Claire Stonehouse, Michael 
Smith, Rachaele May, Russel Dyer, Lindy Currie, Tania 
Johnston, and Amy Boyd. 
Birthdays  
I would like to acknowledge all 
those students who have had 
birthdays this week.  
Happy birthday to: 
 
 
Donna Bishop 
Principal 

Mac 56B 

Roy 34D 

Abhi 34B 

Frankie 34C 

Angus 12B 

Riley 12A 

Remi 0PA 

Mila 12B 
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Art Room News 
 

Year 3/4 students have 
been rolling, pinching 

and moulding              
plasticine to make self 
portraits using just two  

colours.  

They have been       
working on using     

proportion and making 
the features realistic.  

They are bright and 
colourful and cheering 
up our art room walls. 



 

Team News 
 Prep/1/2 Team 



Team News 

3/4 Team 

 

Congratulation to all of our Grade 3 students who have now completed all four NAPLAN Assessments. We are  
extremely proud of the resilience, focus and determination the students demonstrated throughout the                
assessments. 
On Tuesday afternoon we had our first afternoon of Three Way Conferences. It was a great opportunity for         
students to share samples of their work, to celebrate their progress and to discuss future learning goals. 
A reminder that our second afternoon of Three Way Conferences will be held next Monday and our school photos 
will be taken next Tuesday. 
  
Term 1 Highlights from students in 3/4B 
Georgia – Bike Ed, Swimming and Performing Arts 
Ava – Sports Day, Bike Ed and PE 
Jude – Playing soccer on the oval with my friends 
Edith – Meeting new people and learning new things 

During our final Year 5 NAPLAN sessions, the Year 6 students went for a couple of walks around Black 

Hill. We ventured up to the lookout and explored many of the trails surrounding the hill. We also          

enjoyed exploring along the Yarrowee Trail. We covered around 3km each walk (with a few big hills!), 

giving us a good morning workout!  

5/6 Team 
















