Wednesday June 1st 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Wednesday
8th June

School Council Meeting

Friday
10th June

Student Free Day
Prof Practice Day

Volunteers Needed
Bunnings BBQ Saturday 16th July.

Monday
13th June

Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

Wednesday
15th June

Scienceworks
Years 1 & 2

Friday
24th June

End of Term 2
Students dismissed 2:30pm

This is Week 1 of Term 3, so we need to have our
rosters filled before the end of this term. This is a
great chance to fundraise outside of our school
community—we will appreciate any assistance!
One hour shifts between 8:00am and 4:00pm,
with set up and pack up before and afterwards.
Please contact the office if you can help!

Monday
11th July

Start of Term 3

Principal’s Column

Saturday
16th July

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle—
volunteers needed

Forward Notice
Monday
1st August

Aladdin performance

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

Green permission notes due back
•
Aladdin Incursion
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps
•
Scienceworks Years 1/2

Thank you
I would like to extend a huge thank you to the staff for
managing in what can be challenging circumstances as
many of our community are in isolation with COVID or
the flu. Both our regular teachers, Education support
staff as well as our relief staff do an amazing job and are
always quick to help when needed. Last week I was absent in isolation as I caught COVID. I was so thankful that
I had the opportunity to be vaccinated therefore I wasn’t too sick. Over that time Mrs Westlake was Acting
Principal and many of the staff stepped up to support
her. We are both very thankful to work in such a great
community and feel very supported by both staff and
parents.
National Reconciliation Week
Friday 27th May until this Friday 3rd of June is National
Reconciliation Week.
While we are teaching about our shared history at
school, it is a great discussion to have at home with your
children. The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme,
“Be Brave. Make Change.” is a challenge to all Australians — individuals, families, communities, organisations
and government —to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished
business of reconciliation so we can Make Change for
the benefit of all Australians.
Last year Reconciliation Australia encouraged all

Australians to take action, not just in National Reconciliation Week but every week of the year.
This year, we are being asked to make change beginning with brave actions in our daily lives – where we
live, work, play and socialise. It is positive to see our
new Government leading the way ensuring greater
diversity on the front bench with greater representation from our diverse community and particularly from
our Aboriginal community.
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
Find out more about National Reconciliation Week
#NRW2022 #BeBraveMakeChange
https://youtu.be/tAgohZhTkjo

Cyber safety Creating a family tech agreement
It’s important to build good online habits together as a
family. Parents and carers play a major role in helping
children to develop digital intelligence – the social,
emotional and practical skills needed to navigate the
online world in a safe and fun way.
Start the conversation. Use the statements on page 7
to start a conversation with your child about respectful
online behaviour in your home. Talk about each of the
statements, what they mean and how they relate to
you and your child. Choose what to include in your
family agreement or alternatively, add statements that
you feel are missing.
You can find the full resource at
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/resources#family
-tech-agreements
Professional Practice Day
Friday June 10th will be a student free day. Teachers
are provided with a professional practice day each
term in 2022. These days are in addition to existing
pupil free days and planning time. Due to the workforce pressures on schools, the Department has advised principals a common pupil free day may be taken
by schools to allow a professional practice day to go
ahead for Term 2, 2022.
As a staff, we have agreed that this pupil free day will
be taken in Week 7, Friday 10th June before the
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday on Monday. School
Council have ratified this decision. On these days
teachers use the time for planning, preparation, assessment of, student learning, collaboration, curriculum development, relevant professional development
and peer observation including feedback and
reflection.

Camp Australia will offer childcare on this day for
working parents.
Fundraising News
The School Council fundraising committee have a few
events coming up which they hope you can support including:
✓ A Trivia Night scheduled for Friday 26th of August.
This will be an adult only event so pop it in your
calendar and keep an eye out for more details.

✓ Bunnings BBQ July 16th. Volunteers will be needed
9am – 4pm. As this is the end of Week 1, Term 3, we
would like to have our volunteers in place. If you can
assist, please let the office know.
What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community safe,
please take the following steps if your child has any cold
or flu-like symptoms:
• take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department of Health isolation requirements if a positive result is shown
• keep your child at home until their symptoms pass
• common flu-like symptoms include a high fever,
cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches and
feeling extremely weak and tired
• diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a doctor after a nose or throat swab
• encourage your child to wash their hands
regularly and ask them to cover their nose and mouth
when sneezing and coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is now available free of charge in
Victoria.
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and
pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. If you would like more information about
the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health Channel.
Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in any
school setting.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for
COVID-19 and have completed their 7-day isolation
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test
(RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from
isolation.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day
period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8
and above, unless they have a valid exemption.

If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and
not attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools
that they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
particularly on arrival to school, before and after
eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or
using the toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young
students where required.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week . We will place your birthday bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.

Happy Birthday to:

Jayda
James
Jessica
Eden
Mililah
Violet
Halle
Rose
Theo
Georgia
Nathaniel

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal

56D
56A
34C
34B
34C
34C
34B
12E
12F
12F
12B

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
We certainly have been hit with a chilly blast this week. Can families
please ensure that their students have a named warm coat, beanie and
change of clothes. Students are also invited to bring a pair of slippers to
wear in their classroom.
Please have all permission notes returned as soon as possible:
Scienceworks and Aladdin performance.
Friday 10th June
will be a student
free day as staff members will be completing a
Professional Practice Day. This will lead up to the
Queen’s Birthday public holiday on Monday 13th
June.
Our students have continued to explore writing
persuasive pieces to get their reader to agree with
their point of view. Check out the letters to Farmer
Brown from the cow’s perspective. They have also
further developed their understanding of addition
and subtraction and how they complement each
other.
Activity: Fact Families: Roll a dice twice. Add the numbers up. Make addition and subtraction equations.
6 + 5 = 11 5 + 6 = 11 11 – 5 = 6 11 – 6 = 5

3/4 Team
It has been a massive Term Two for Grade 3/4 students, and they have
smashed every challenge out of the park. Last week, some of the
students were lucky enough to be a part of Winter Sports over at C.E
Brown Reserve participating in boys and girls AFL, whilst others were
over playing soccer in Wendouree! Well done to every student
involved.
During Maths this week, students have been working on telling time
from the hour, half hour, quarter to and quarter past. They have been
using mini clocks to show the time, whilst also being able to use digital
technology to consolidate their learning. Here is a link that you can use
at home to tell the time. https://toytheater.com/telling-time/

Team News
5/6 Team
Happy week 6! Despite the frosty conditions this week, 5/6
students have been as busy as ever. Our Learning Hub has been a
buzz of activity with everyone preparing for their Shark Tank
presentations. Students have had to develop a new, innovative
product/idea and write a pitch to persuade the Sharks (teachers
and other classmates) to invest. During their pitches, students
had to use a range of persuasive devices such as emotive
language, alliteration, rhetorical questions and exaggeration to
deliver an effective sales pitch. We look forward to seeing what
everyone has come up with!
Last week many of our 5/6 students had the opportunity to
represent the school at Winter Sports, which saw them take part
in either soccer, football or netball. It was a fantastic day out for
all involved and it was wonderful to see the Black Hill Primary
spirit on display.
In Maths, we have also continued our work with fractions and
decimals this week. Here is a new game to try out at home.
Create your own equivalent fraction and decimal cards and have
fun!
Onespeed: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sx8UxXeg3nw

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – 2022
We are approaching the deadline to process CSEF for 2022. If you received CSEF in 2021 you don’t need
to re-apply. If your circumstances have changed and you are eligible but have not applied for CSEF for
this year, please see the General Office for an application form and return it completed with a copy of
your Centrelink Card by Friday June 10th.
Eligible families will receive $125.00 per student, paid into the family account at Black Hill Primary
School. These funds can be allocated to school camps and excursions for 2022. CSEF credits in family
accounts from 2021 are carried forward for use in 2022. Parents and Carers holding a means-tested
concession card valid on 31 January 2022 may be eligible.
Please check with Julie or Lindy in the general office if you are unsure if you have applied for CSEF this
year. For further online information, please visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.
Lindy Currie
Business Manager

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Thursday is Soup Day for lunch orders!
Soup is now available on Thursdays on the lunch order
menu. Next Thursday 16th June will be vegetable soup.
We use our Black Hill PS Soup cups. (These are also
available for purchase on Qkr! for $8.00 each. Order on
the Black Hill School Payments Menu.)
How it works:
Send your NAMED soup mug to
school on Wednesdays and leave it
at the office in the morning. Order
your soup for Thursday (before
2:00pm Wednesday), and it will
arrive in your own cup. Your cup
can then be taken home for the
following week.

KELLY SPORTS WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM
MON 27th JUNE TO FRI 8th JULY

Location: Eastwood Leisure Centre
Times: 8am to 5pm
Ages: Kinder to Grade 6, boys & girls
Activities: Full day of fun sports games & activities
What to bring: Warm clothes, plenty of food & a large refillable drink bottle
Cost: $55 per child per day ($250 for a full week)
Enrol: Online at www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat

Family Tech Agreement discussion points.
Discuss what it means to take responsibility for common property in your home.
For example, remembering to put a device on the charger or being careful not to
damage a phone when using it.
Talk about how devices might be shared during a play date or between siblings.
How can your child ensure that everyone gets an equal chance to use a device?
Think of some ideas together.
This statement highlights critical thinking and encourages children to question the
source and purpose of the information.
Discuss how sometimes people pretend to be another person online and why they
might do that.

I will check with [INSERT
NAME]

Read this blog written by the eSafety Commissioner about critical thinking.
Your child might not realise that in-app purchases cost money.
It is also important to talk about how pop-ups can sometimes contain viruses and
malware.
Encourage your child to stop watching or listening to anything online that affects them
negatively.
Suggest they ask for help and reassure them that they won’t get into trouble.
Identify the trusted people in your child’s life who they could ask for help. This may
include a teacher at school if they want to chat to someone outside the family.
They can also contact Kids Helpline (1800 55 1800).
Read eSafety’s tips about how to encourage your child to ask for help.

Discuss ways your child can show kindness or respect. For example, including others when they are gaming is one way of being kind.
Ask your child what they would do if they saw someone being bullied online. Who
I will show kindness and would they tell?
respect to others online. Ask whether they would say something mean about their friend to their face? How
is this different to talking negatively about, or to a friend online?
Find out the best ways to support your child when they are being bullied online.
Discuss what ‘personal information’ means and why it’s important to keep some
details private, like a person’s full name, date of birth, contact information and
passwords.
Talk about sharing passwords. Could you make a rule in your house to only
share passwords with parents, for example?
What is appropriate and inappropriate to share? Ask your child if they would give
their classmates the keys to your house or alarm code? Would they tell a stranger on
the street what your home address is?
Explore the different ways you can help your child to stay in control of their privacy and
information.
Decide together how much time your child will spend on their device per day
the poster – in the extra space provided. For example, I will only
use my device for an hour each weekday.
Ensure your child knows how to manage this time limit. Could they use an alarm to
remind them? Are there parental controls on the device?
Find out how to use parental controls and other tools to manage online safety in your
home.

•

