Wednesday May 18th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Wednesday
25th May

Winter Sports
(Selected Students)

Wednesday
8th June

School Council Meeting

Principal’s Column

Friday
10th June

Student Free Day
Prof Practice Day

Monday
13th June

Queens Birthday
Public Holiday

Wednesday
15th June

Scienceworks
Years 1 & 2

As our Year 6 students begin preparing for secondary
school many of them demonstrate our school value of
aspiration by applying for scholarships. We love to hear
about their success. I would like to congratulate Freya
McGowan (Black Hill PS Vice Captain) on successfully
applying for and gaining not just one but two academic
scholarships along with a performing arts scholarship.
Freya will be attending Loreto College in 2023.
Black Hill Primary School Open Week
Monday 23rd May – Friday 27th May
We are excited to offer our community the opportunity
to come into the school and visit school-based activities
over the week beginning May 23rd.
Monday – school tours with the school leaders (pre
booked) 9:15am and 2:45pm. Please contact the office
to book in for a tour. Open to all parents and potential
new parents.
Tuesday – families of children who are on the Blueprint
team are invited to come in and watch the filming from
2:30pm. Sign in at the administration office.
Wednesday - Winter Sports at CE Brown Reserve
Wendouree (behind Mars Stadium) – rug up and go and
cheer on the kids who are competing.
Thursday pm – Instrumental music at Black Hill Primary
with Graham and Jenny. This is an opportunity to see
what the instrumental music program looks like at Black
Hill Primary School and meet the teachers. More
information on time and details to be announced.
Friday pm – P-6 learning activities in the classroom,
student led, that families can play at home 2:45pm –
3:20pm. Parents can visit all classes from 2:45pm –
3:20pm.
We will publish more details for each day later in the
week.
Professional Practice Day
Friday June 10th will be a student free day. Teachers are
provided with a professional practice day each term in
2022. These days are in addition to existing pupil free

Forward Notice
Monday
1st August

Aladdin performance

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

Green permission notes due back
•
Aladdin Incursion
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps
•
Scienceworks Years 1/2
•
Winter Sports (Selected Students)

Urgently needed—volunteers for
election day sausage sizzle between
12:00pm and 3:00pm.
Please contact the office if you can
help out.

days and planning time. Due to the workforce
pressures on schools, the Department has advised
principals a common pupil free day may be taken by
schools to allow a professional practice day to go
ahead for Term 2, 2022.
As a staff, we have agreed that this pupil free day will
be taken in Week 7, Friday 10th June before the
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday on Monday. School
council have ratified this decision. On these days
teachers use the time for planning, preparation, assessment of, student learning, collaboration, curriculum development, relevant professional development
and peer observation including feedback and reflection.
Camp Australia will offer childcare on this day for
working parents.
Division Cross Country
This Friday we have eight of our students competing at
the Division Cross country. The list of those who qualified and will be competing is below. We wish them all
the best and hope for good weather.
•
Cooper Hancock (qualified but will not be competing)
•
Will Hurnall
•
Emma Valentine
•
Harrington Kydd
•
Leela Smith
•
Emily Hodge
•
Regan Steele
•
Hamish Cowan
What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community
safe, please take the following steps if your child has
any cold or flu-like symptoms:
• take a COVID-19 test and follow the current
Department of Health isolation requirements if
a positive result is shown
• keep your child at home until their symptoms
pass
• common flu-like symptoms include a high fever,
cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches
and feeling extremely weak and tired
• diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a
doctor after a nose or throat swab
• encourage your child to wash their hands
regularly and ask them to cover their nose and
mouth when sneezing and coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to
everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6
months and over.
Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and
pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. If you would like more information about

the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health Channel.
eSafety kids conversation starters
Cyber safety is taught at school integrated throughout the
curriculum. Importantly, as with all learning it is a partnership with home. We know that as parents managing
the ever-changing face of the online world your children
are exposed to is challenging to keep up with. It is
important to keep the conversations going around the
use of Technology in your household. Today we have
highlighted some conversation starters on page 6. The full
document can be found on the link below with https://
www.esafety.gov.au/parents/resources#informationsheets
Fundraising News
The School Council fundraising committee have a few
events coming up which they hope you can support.
Events this term including:

✓

A Trivia Night scheduled for Friday 26th of August.
This will be an adult only event so pop it in your
calendar and keep an eye out for more details.

✓

Election day sausage sizzle 21st May volunteers
welcome come along and help. 12pm – 3pm –
please contact the office.

✓

Bunnings BBQ July 16th. Volunteers will be needed
9am – 4pm. We will be sending out the call closer
to the date but if you can assist, please let the
office know.

Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in any
school setting.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for
COVID-19 and have completed their 7-day isolation
period, now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test
(RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from
isolation.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day
period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8
and above, unless they have a valid exemption.
If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not
attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Rapid Antigen Tests
The Department will continue the distribution of rapid
antigen test kits directly to schools for use in the first
four weeks of Term 2, 2022. It is recommended that stu-

dents are tested twice a week.
Tests are provided in packs of 5 individual tests. Packs
will be sent home with your child when they arrive.
Families should continue to conduct the tests at home
with all students and must report any positive test
results to the school and the Department of Health.
Tests should be conducted twice weekly, on days that
suit families – no particular days are prescribed.
If staff or students receive a positive test result at any
time, they must report this through the Department of
Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
Students (or their parents) must also report a positive
result to their school, either through the COVID Test
portal or by phone or written notification; this is so the
school can support them, record that they will be absent
while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school
community know there has been a positive case onsite
and that they should monitor for symptoms.
Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
they should undertake regular hand hygiene,
particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating,
after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who have
had birthdays this week . We will place your birthday
bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.

Happy Birthday to:
Asha
Emilee
Annabelle
Reuben
Isabella
Madison
Flynn

56E
56F
56A
56B
56D
34B
34B

Jasper
Chase
Helena
Morgan
Kenzie
Harry
Angus
Claire

34E
34A
12B
12C
12A
0PB
0PA
0PC

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal

PLATINUM SUPPORTER

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
Our Prep, 1 and 2 students continue to work through our systemic, sequential phonics program in Word Study.
This has the added benefit of improving both their ability to decode words when reading and to represent the
sounds in the words they write more accurately. Each morning we spend time following along with our list videos,
which also focus on letter formation and the use of dotted thirds.

As the weather becomes more unpredictable, we would very much appreciate your
children packing a set of spare clothes in their school bag so that wet or muddy clothes
can be changed at school. Slippers to wear in the classroom would also alleviate the
tracking of mud onto carpets; these can stay at school so that they are available every
day. Please ensure that both jumpers and coats (clearly named) are also brought to
school to keep students warm when playing outside.
We are focusing on subtraction in Maths for the next few weeks. Understanding that
different words can be used to represent this concept is a very important element of
our teaching. Below are some of the these you can use to help your children increase
their knowledge of ‘take away’. Have a fabulous week!

Thursday is Soup Day for lunch orders!
Soup is now available on Thursdays on the lunch order menu.
Next Thursday 26th May will be
pumpkin soup.
We will be using our Black Hill PS
Soup cups, which we sold last
year. (These are also available for
purchase on Qkr! for $8.00 each.
Order on the Black Hill School
Payments Menu.)
How it works: Send your NAMED soup mug to school
on Wednesdays and leave it at the office in the morning.
Congratulations to Mililah Shanks
who won a huge first place medal for Order your soup for Thursday (before 2:00pm Wednesday), and it will arrive in your own cup. Your cup can
her 60 second routine at the INBA
Global body building event last week- then be taken home for the following week.
end. Well done Mililah!

Team News
3/4 Team
Last week the Grade 3 students took part in NAPLAN testing. All the 3/4 teachers would like to thank the Grade 3’s
for trying their best, and also the Grade 4’s who sat quietly and supported the Grade 3’s through this stressful time
for some. Our students have been focusing on summaries in reading, using their own ideas to write stories in
writing and multiplication in mathematics.
If your child is looking for a little something to do at home, here is a good Mathematics site that provides some interesting activities to help them fill in their time productively. https://nrich.maths.org/14600
This week we have enjoyed completing our second set of golf lessons with Tony on the oval.

5/6 Team
This term we are looking at the Respectful Relationships topic of ‘help seeking’. We are learning to
identify situations in which we should seek help to
work through any problems we might have.
One activity we tried was around trust and courage.
Partners took it in turns to lead a blindfolded buddy
for a walk in our learning space. This activity helped
us to think about how both trust and courage are
important when it comes to seeking help.
Here is another game linked to our fractions topic.
https://mrnussbaum.com/tony-fraction-s-pizza-shop
-online-game

Safety Kids conversation starters

•

