Wednesday June 15th 2022
601 Chisholm St. Ballarat
Telephone: 03 5332 4544
Email: black.hill.ps@education.vic.gov.au
www.blackhillps.vic.edu.au
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:15pm
Friday: 8:30—4:00pm

School Hours: 8:50am—3:30pm

Prep enrolments for 2023 are now due. If you have a child starting in 2023, please enrol
them ASAP. School tours can be booked by phoning the office on 5332 4544.

Dates for the family diary
Friday
24th June

End of Term 2
Students dismissed 2:30pm

Monday
11th July

Start of Term 3

Volunteers Needed
Bunnings BBQ Saturday 16th July.

Saturday
16th July

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle—
volunteers needed

Monday
1st August

Aladdin performance

Friday
12th August

Werribee Zoo
Preps

This is Week 1 of Term 3, so we need to have our
rosters filled before the end of this term. This is a
great chance to fundraise outside of our school
community—we will appreciate any assistance!
One hour shifts between 8:00am and 4:00pm,
with set up and pack up before and afterwards.
Please contact the office if you can help!

Forward Notice
Friday
26th August

School Trivia Night
Adults only

Wed 16th to Fri
18th November

Year 5/6 Camp
Roses Gap

Wed 7th to Fri 9th
December

Year 3/4 Camp
Cave Hill Creek

There is a Book Club order at the library
from Issue 3 which has been paid for, but
does not have a name.
If this is yours, please advise the office,
including the books ordered and we will
send it home.
The Art Room is looking for donations of
cardboard tubes (eg cling film, paper towel)
please.
Please do not send in toilet rolls.

Green permission notes due back
•
Aladdin Incursion
•
Werribee Zoo—Preps

Principal’s Column
Volunteers are so important in our school community,
and we appreciate the time and effort the volunteer
make to add to the community spirit and work towards
reaching our fundraising goals. We have some amazing
volunteers in our community and are always looking for
more. The fundraising our volunteers do goes towards
improving our infrastructure like the new garden beds
up near the gymnasium and adding to and maintaining
our gardens. Fundraising is used across all areas of the
curriculum to add to the existing programs and provide
the best possible opportunities for all our students.
Volunteering can be very meaningful and enjoyable, and
in turn may be good for your mental health and
wellbeing.
Volunteering can:
•
give you a sense of achievement and purpose
•
help you feel part of a community
•
help you feel better about yourself by improving
your self-esteem and confidence
•
help you share your talents, learn new skills and
create a better work-life balance
•
help combat stress, loneliness, social isolation and
depression
•
help you meet new people, which can help you feel
more connected and valued
Social benefits of volunteering:
Volunteering is a great way to meet new people and

build healthy relationships. It strengthens your ties to
the community and exposes you to people with similar
interests.
Volunteers are needed for the Bunnings BBQ July
16th. 8am – 4pm. As this is the end of Week 1, Term 3,
we would like to have our volunteers in place before
the 24th June, so if you can assist, please let the office
know.
Mobile Phone
We are in the process of reviewing our mobile phone
policy. It’s a good time to reflect on the need for students to have mobile phones. They are not needed at
school at all at Black Hill Primary school and they are
not allowed to be used at any time during the school
day. This is not just our school policy but Department
of Education and Training policy. We encourage you to
discuss with your child about the need to leave mobile
phones at home and if they are essential for safety,
please discuss this with us for an exemption.
Once the policy is reviewed, for our local context we
will publicise this in the newsletter. Today in the newsletter you can find an article on Managing Screen time
for your child – 7 tips.
Fundraising News
The School Council fundraising committee have a few
events coming up which they hope you can support
including:
✓ A Trivia Night scheduled for Friday 26th August.
Tickets are now on sale on Qkr! or from the
office. This will be a fantastic fun event and we
are really looking forward to seeing as many
parents and their friends as possible. There are
only 20 tables so get your tickets early.
✓ Bunnings BBQ July 16th. Volunteers are needed
8am – 4pm. As this is the end of Week 1, Term 3,
we would like to have our volunteers in place
before the 24th June so if you can assist, please let
the office know.
Reporting
•
Reports will be published to Compass by
Wednesday 22nd June. Parents will be able to
access them from the Parent Portal on Compass.
We will send a compass message to let you know
when they are live and available to download.
•
Our next Three Way Conferences will be in Term
3, however if you have any concerns about your
child's academic progress, please make an
appointment to see their teacher. Teachers are
happy to meet with you to discuss your child’s
progress at a mutually convenient time. Mondays
and Tuesdays they have meetings after school, so
this is often not a good time.
•
If you are having any problems logging in or
accessing Compass, we ask you to contact the
office for a password reset as we want to ensure
you can access your child’s reports. In addition,

the Newsfeed is regularly updated with any
important information you need to know.
Uniform
The weather is cold and quite wet and we are noticing
many of our students still wearing shorts, often without a
jumper or jacket. We appreciate your support in ensuring
your child is wearing the school uniform and appropriately dressed for the weather conditions. We encourage you
to send your child with a waterproof coat and a beanie to
school. When it is raining heavily, we have a wet day
timetable and the children stay inside at playtimes,
however on all other days even when it’s drizzling the
children go outside in the fresh air to run around which is
so important. If you are having any concerns or need
assistance with uniform, please see myself, Mandy or Julie
at the office and we may be able to assist you.
Our school uniform is compulsory at Black Hill Primary
School and School Council, with consultation with the
community, developed a uniform policy that is reviewed
regularly.

What to do if your child gets sick
To help keep your child and our school community safe,
please take the following steps if your child has any cold
or flu-like symptoms:
take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department
of Health isolation requirements if a positive result is
shown.
•
keep your child at home until their symptoms pass
•
common flu-like symptoms include a high fever,
cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body aches and
feeling extremely weak and tired
•
diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a
doctor after a nose or throat swab
•
encourage your child to wash their hands regularly
and ask them to cover their nose and mouth when
sneezing and coughing.
COVID-19 vaccination
COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia.
Flu vaccination
Flu vaccination is now available free of charge in
Victoria.

Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and
pharmacies, many of which can also provide COVID-19
vaccinations. If you would like more information about
the flu vaccination, visit the Better Health Channel.
Face masks
Face masks, while recommended, are not required in
any school setting.
Screening requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID19, and have completed their 7-day isolation period,
now do not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT)
screening for 12 weeks after their release from isolation.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a
COVID-19 case are no longer required to quarantine.
They can return to school as long as they undertake
rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times within their 7-day
period and wear face masks indoors if they are aged 8
and above unless they have a valid exemption.
If any household contact returns a positive RAT result
during this period, they must isolate for 7 days and not
attend school.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing
work) are no longer required to show evidence of two
doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
Practise good hygiene
We remind all staff, students and visitors to schools that
they should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to school, before and after eating, after
blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the
toilet. Staff should direct or supervise young students
where required.
Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging
or kissing).
Birthdays
I would like to acknowledge all those students who
have had birthdays this week . We will place your
birthday bookmarks in your teacher’s pigeon hole.
Happy Birthday to:
Layla
Elahni
Lachlan
Jayce
Hazel

Kind regards,
Donna Bishop
Principal
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PLATINUM SUPPORTER

KELLY SPORTS WINTER HOLIDAY PROGRAM
MON 27th JUNE TO FRI 8th JULY
Location: Eastwood Leisure Centre
Times: 8am to 5pm
Ages: Kinder to Grade 6, boys & girls
Activities: Full day of fun sports games & activities
What to bring: Warm clothes, plenty of food & a
large refillable drink bottle
Cost: $55 per child per day ($250 for a full week)
Enrol: Online at www.kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat

Team News
Prep/1/2 Team
Wow what an amazing day the students have had at Science Works, to
think this is the first big excursion for our 1/2s.
The students enjoyed exploring the interactive exhibitions and experiences
to see how science works.

3/4 Team
Our students have been reflecting on their learning for the last semester. They have been writing their
student comment and re assessing their goals and sharing their highlights.
In Writing, we have been exploring poetry. We loved experimenting with Haiku and Cinquains. The flow
of their poetry has been amazing.
Reminder to return your Alpha Show note for next term - it will be a great performance to watch.

Team News
5/6 Team
This term, we have been looking at solids, liquids and gases the different states of matter, all of which depend on
how atoms and molecules are arranged. We’ve conducted some awesome experiments like Elephant’s Toothpaste,
oobleck and lava lamps. These were all super easy experiments and most just used normal household items and
materials. Check out the below links for instructions on how to do some of the experiments we have in class…you
might like to have a go!
https://www.instructables.com/Oobleck/
https://www.scitech.org.au/experiment/elephants-toothpaste/
https://funlearningforkids.com/super-cool-lava-lamp-experiment/

Maths – Can you use some of the below formulas to find the area and
perimeter of everyday objects in your home?

We have a number of Black Hill students
performing in “The Lion King” this
weekend.
The students include:
Sophie Allan, Sarabi
Freya McGowan, Rafiki
Rosie Leonard
Annabelle Lethlean
Annabel Morrow
Gabriel Russell
Darcy Mountford
Madelyn Haintz
They would love you to attend!

Do you want Speech Pathology services for your child?
Ann from Spot4You will be visiting the school every Tuesday starting 14th June
and can offer a place for up to 7 students. Spot4You is NDIS registered provider
but can also see private patients. Please contact Ann at
ann.betts@spot4you.com.au for more information.

•

